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CHAP. XIIL 

Amitie— charmante imtnortelle, 

Tu choifis k fi ccsur fidele, 
Feu d'amis, mais conftansi verteuz comelui; 

Tu ne crains point que la capricci 

Qu& Tiater^t lea defunifle^ 
Qu yerfe fur leurs jours ie3 poifooa de I'enuuw 

Gressst. 

Bleft, immortal! Friendfhip fair.^ 

Amid the hearts thou mak'ft thy caret 
Few baft thou found, fo noble and fo true% 

No wild caprice may vex their jof. 

No interefl break the tender tie, 
Qr o'er their days ennui's dire poifons fireir* 

fTlHE dying admonitions of her revered 

* friend funk deep into the heart of 

L-eofrida— but this laft misfortune was th^ 

vou lu » moSt 
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moft keen of all her diftrefles; and the 
afFeftiohate cares of the tender Sybilla were 
long ere they alleviated the excefs of her 
grief. , The good Mortinier mingled his 
tears with thofe of his young miftrefs; yet 
with that pious refignation, the peculiar 
grace of age, he reminded her of the for- 
rows her beloved companion in fuffering 
had thus efcaped* 

€ 

The Count^s oftentatious pride ordered 
the funeral rites to be performed for the 
Lady Editha, with the pomp due to her 
rank ; and (he was interred in the chapel 
of the cliateau. , 

Several weeks elapfed, and the image, 
the injundtions of her loft friend, were 
ftill ever prefent to the mind of Leofrida, 
and cheriQied with the fondeft care. * Her 
' own^ dependent, unprotefted fituation, 
which her aunt muft have ftiared had (he 
lived, afforded her reafons that reconciled., 
lier in fome meaRire to thi^ cruel, this 
Mqrrunnghrs. A calm melancholy tran- 
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*qiullized the agony of her regrets; yet 
irequently, as flie recalled the unmerited 
woes ot the late amiable fufferer, (he would 
exclaim in a burft of affeftionate cdmmi-i 
>fcration. Why lived fhe not to be happy? 

The 'uncertainty of Slgefert's fate, 
toingled with the fkdnefs occafioned by 
the death of the Lady Editha^ condnually 
haunted the breaft of Leofrida. The 
•lengdi of time pafled fince the departure 
'of Ofberne, and no tidings having yft 
arrived either of him or his friend, alarm- . 
ed and diftreffed her;. Her whole confo* 
lat^on was tq talk to Sybilla of bbth thefe 
amiable youths, to dcfcribe their virtues, 
their fteady friendfliip, Snd the renowix 
»they had even now acquired.. 

She frequently alked of Clovis newst of 
the MarefchaFs army, and learnt that no 
more concerted engagements had beeri 
fought between the Duke and the Barons. 
-By th? obfcurity of fome of hisanfwer^ 
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^nd the hints he artfully dropped, an a* 
larming furmife ftole acrofs the mind of 
Leofrida, that the, Count was inclined to 
the Duke's party. The little concern he 
took in the affairs of Sigefert authorifed 
this fuppofition — (he fliuddered at the 
idea ; but refolving to honour the memory 
of her beloved aunt, by adhering with 
facred reverence to her parting precepts, 
Ihe was patient, and prepared to fupport 
whatever adverie occurrences might befall 
herfelf. — The fate of her brother (he 
thought of with lefs fortitude ; and anxiety 
for his generous, his faithful friend, fre- 
quently . pained her tender bofom with 
more keennefs than (he acknowledged even 
to herfelf. 

The a(riduities of Clovis were now be- 
come a ferious affliction to Leofrida,— 
•Whenever, with Sybilla, (he w?lked in 
-the long corridores that wound within the 
vaft buildings of the chateau, Clovis was 
refpedtfuUy placed by her (ide ; fometimes 
jrqucHwg her to weave a chaplet for his 
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helmet:; fometimes falling at her feet, and 
protefting hlmftlf her champion. The 
gentle Sybilla faw with delight her bro- 
ther's fond attachcnent; and the diftrefled 
Leofrida found no bofom to which Qie 
could unreiervedly difclofe her forrows, 

A foul lefs ixiterefted than was Leofri- 
cU's in whatever concerned Ofoerne, could, 
fcarcely have forborne contrailing the mild 
and felf-commanding afpeA of that ami- 
able youth, wijth the. haughty confcious 
demeanour of Clovis. She drew the 
oomparifon ftrong and ftriking, yet with- 
out too. partial a hand. 

In mh unpleafant fituation Leofrida 
paflfed three' or four more weeks, when 
the Count, one day, fummoned her into 
his prefence. This unufual ceremony - 
ieemed to announce fome impending woe, 
for the forbidding manners of the only 
protedor (he could now rely upon, chilled; 
the gentle confidence her heart was inr 
i^lined to allow him. 

B 3^ ^3t^^ 
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She found him walking in a fprendi^ 
ftate-chamber — fomething important hung 
iipoi^his countenance, and his afpedl ap« 
peared relaxed from its wonted feVerity.u 
Lady Leofrida, began he, in a pompouj 
tone — the alliance of my filler, your mo-* 
ther, vyith the late Bafon de Claire, gives, 
me an intereil in every branch of that fa- 
mily. You have trufted yourfelf to my 
protedtJon~and I am going to prove my-^ 
felf worthy of the charge. The ftrange 
myftery which involves the affair^ of your 
brother, through the unaccountable man- 
ner in which his guardian^ the Earl of 
Lenox, performs ijs truft, makes it dan-^ 
gerous for you to return to your native 
country. But his Sovereign countenances 
him, and the Britifti laws give him abfa» 
lute authority over his ward. 

Your brother in a (hort time, no longer 
H minofx will claim his eftate; but ere this 
he muft do homage, and we know not 
Vfhj^t the feyerity of th^ ftstte may require^ 

It 
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Jx may be long before he be perfe^ly in* 

ftated in liis rights. 

« .. ^ 

The Count here paufed for a few mi* 
nutes — and Leofrida ftood fufpended ^be« 
tween apprehenfion and wonder. 

Clovis certainly loves you, continued the 
Count. — He is young; he-isaccompliflied 
and brave beyond the nobles his equals* 
In this inftance I accord to. his inclination, 
though fame of the firft families in Bre- 
tagne would deem his alliance renown. 
Your rank, Lady Leofrida, is illuftrious j 
and your beauty m?uch tp be honoured.. 

The Duke and the Barons have agreed 
on a truce of fifteen days, and during ihe^ 
ceflation of hoftilitie^,. I wifti the nuptials 
to be folemnized. Prepare than to be-^ 
come the bride of Clovis. 

Confufion, diftrefe, and even defpair 
wei:Q piAuxed on the features of Leofrida 
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~but the Count, attributing her difordef 
to bafhful delicacy, and judging it impof*^ 
fible that a young and deftitute damfel 
could refufe, or not joyfully accept fo feir 
a propofd, haftily quitted her with an air 
of felf-applaufe for his parental conde-' 
fcenfion. 

Reduce^ to an excefs of perplexing 
agony tliat, to her bewildered mind ren* 
dered the fcene juft pafled fcarcely like a 
reality, the overwhelmed Leofrida funk 
upon a couch, where flbe remained for a., 
confidcrable time in motionlefs forrow. It 
was long before her fcattered fenfes were 
fufficiently reftored to deliberate what plan 
ihe could cbnfiftently purfue* 

At length with feeble fteps (He reached 
her apartment, where ftie wilhed not to 
find the afFeftionate Sybilia; but that a- 
miable , friend, enraptured at learning the 
Count's determination to comply with the 

wifl^ea 
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wifhes of Clovis, was eager to embrace. 
Lcofrida as her lifter*. 

Tears and fpeechlefs anguifti were all* 
the return which the afflided exile could« 
make to thefe kind expreffions of affec- 
tion; and Sybilla, aftonilbed and concefn- 
ed at this unexpefted forrow, with a com- 
municating figh withdrew, forbearing to^ 
pain her by ill-timed queftions*.. 

The propofal of the Codnt occafioned 
to Leofrlda a trial ipore fevere than any fhe 
had yet fuftained. She was baniflied (torn: 
her native country; her only confidant, the* 
partner of all her misfortunes, fo recently* 
fnatched from her ; her beloved brother> 
myfterioufly abfent ; thefe were circum- 
ftances that heightened her perplexity al- 
moft to hopeleffnefs. Of all thewoes that 
befet her, a marriage with Clovis Teemed 
the moft to be dreaded. But how to averc- 
it, devoted as (lie was to the power of her 
haughty relation, puzzled and confounded 

B. 5 ^ V^v 
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her. The image of the gentle, the brave 
Ofberne obtruded itfelf every moment on 
her recoUeftion, and feemed as if it fcowl- 
cd indignant when the form of Clovis rofe 
tb remembrance* 

She wept — ^fli^ called in vain on the me- 
tnorj- of her beloved Lady Editha, and 
her longer loft mother,, to aid, to fupport 
hen The little flip of velvet bequeathed 
by the latter was moiftened with her tears% 

The faithful, the aged Mortimer feemed 
the only confidant to whom fbe could truft 
the peculiar diftrefs of her fituation ; yet 
delicacy didated a flight reludance to dif- 
clofe her forrows to any but a female 
mind. 

r 

To meet the eye of the Count was toa 
much for her courage- — to inform him that 
file rejedled a propofal which he judged' it 
eondefcenfioh to have made, would re- 
quire an effort almoft beyond her ftrength* 

For 



ttit KTm-cJ^f g; iff 

t*or feveral days the diftreffed Leofrida 
fypported the exulting mien of CloviS' 
5:nd the proud kindnefs of the Count, ia 
filent jrrefolution. The anxious iufpeft-^ 
ing looks of Sybilla, afflifted her with 
cruel regret. — Why are you thus dejeftcd? 
faid that fympathizing friend ; you furely 
love noft Clovis.— Leofrida ftarted at the 
words, and burfting into an agony of grief, 
difclofed her perplexity. Sybilla vvept^^ 
but loved her friend too.>niuch to urge her 
compliance with a propofal adverfe to her 
happinefs; and with true greatnefs of 
mind joined inconfulting what plan could 
be adopted to ward off the Count^s anger. 

After much deliberation, a feritiment 
of dignity and propriety didtated to Leo-' 
frida, that (lie ought herfelf toafllime fuf- 
ficient courage to perform the cruel tafk o^ 
undeceiving- him in perfon. Though I 
am an exile, thouglit (he, deferted and 
poor, I will yet preferve my affedtions in- 
dependent. I will afTert the right whicb 
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the wretched fhould ever poflefs, of being 
unbiaffed by. tyrannical authojity. Thus 
reafoning, (he refolved the next time fhe 
faw the Count, to inform him in refpeft- 
ful terms, that (he could not accept the 
Jbonours he intended for Tier. 

Gratitude for his protedion would have 
'rendered the taik fli|l more painful to her, 
had not that proteftion been beflowed in a 
manner that wounded thofe exquifite feel* 
ings which a man of his charafter knew 
not how to refped:. 

With fteps trembling iand flow, (he ven- 
tured one day to enter the great faloon, 
where the Count was then alone. 

She approached him with a hurried pace, 
as if unwilling to truft herfelf to the fuC- 
penfe of a (ingle inftant. In teniis re- 
fpectful, yet con(iftent with that dignity 
peculiarly becoming in undeferved af- 
fliction, (he acquainted him that (he could 

not 
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not accept the hand of his fon,-— 
The Count ftarted; but furprife foba 
yielded to indignation.— : — Rafli girl! 
exclaimed he, doft thou know that thou 
art dependent — a ftranger, an exile? 
Shall fuch an one refufe an hofpitable a(y- 
lum; nay more, an eftabliftiment.fuitable 
to her rank ? — Leofrida was hurt ; yet with 
a winning gentlenefs (he tried to foften the 
feverity of his anger. Offended pride was, 
not foon lulled ; and the features, the af- 
pedt x>f the Count (truck terror to her 
foul. He paced the apartment with vexed 
and rapid fleps — at length, feeming tQ 
paufe for a while, he looked (lernly on th^ 
affri2:hted Leofrida. 



M.^^ 



I will yet, faid he, in a firm voice, {o 
far accord to your wayward inclinations, as- ' 
to allow you five more days for delibera^ 
tion — at the end of which time, the pe- 
riod appointed for the truce will want only 
thr.e days to its completion. I fliall not 
remain longer neuter in the war that now 
diftuibs my country j arvd b^^cr«:t. Q\w>k 
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engages in the career of martial glory, he* 
wifties to affure to himfelf your hand. 

So faying, he haftily quitted the faloony. 
and left the difconfolate Leofrida, if poffi*- 
ble, dill more perplexed thaa befiDre- 

♦ 

She retired to her own apartment, and 
amid the tumult of her fenfations, loft for 
fome time the jclear recollediion of the 
whole extent of her mifery. 

Sedate felf-command at length braced 
her mind, and the precepts of her loft 
friend returned in full.foree to (ronfole and 
to aid her. *^ Beware of dejefticni," was 
one of the maxims which the long experi- 
ence of the unfortunate Lady Ediiha pe- 
culiarly enforced. I will ftill be patient, 
ftill hope, faid Jbeofrida^ I will fupport 
my fufFerings at leaft with calmnefs — but. 
ah y that is not fufficient ; I muft vanquifli 
them — .1 muft Subdue and Triumph. 
She felt animated as Ihe recalled the ad- 
monitory 
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monitory motto ; and her ardour of efTort 
was ftill vigorous enough to keep her mind 
determined and energetic. She ftill ex- 
perienced fevere diftrefs and puzzling per- 
plexity;, but the fweet reward of confcious 
mental adivity foftened the keennefs of 
every pang. 

The third of the five days allotted for 
her deliberation was now pafled. The- 
morning of the fourth arofe^ and ftie pre- 
pared to give her final refufal to Clovis ;. 
refolved to encounter all the dangers that 
might await a deftitute unproteded female,, 
rather than facrifice the gentle affieftions of 
the heart to affluence and ambition. 

As (he ran, according toherufual cuf- 
torn, after paying her morning devotions, 
to the apartment of Sybilla, flie 'was fur- 
prifed to hear a tumultuous noife in the 
^chateau. She ftepped fvviftly along the 
great corridore, and flopping at the top of 
the ftair-cafe, liftened to diftinguifli what 
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had occafioned it. A number of people 
were aflembled below in the hall, whom 
flie foon found, by fome words diey ut- 
tered, to be the Co,unt*s vaflals. The 
clafliingof fwords, as if in fport, and the 
ringing of bucklers, ftartled her* 

The Duke's troops are the moft numer- 
ous, faid a. voice in ah exulting tone.— 
Wc (hall foon fubdue the difcontented' 
Barons, and let them know, that in fpite of 
their profefiions in favour of die young 
heir, the age and wifdom of the Regent 
(hall (lill be honoured in Bretagne.. This 
was enough for Leofrida* It was a con- 
firmation of her fufpicions that the Count 
would join the Duke's party. But how 
boRilitics (liould be commenced while th6 
period of the truce was yet unexpired, (lie 
could not comprehend — and the prepara- 
tions (he oblerved indicated a fpeedy re- 
uewalo.fthe war. . 
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She now haftened to Sybilla, whofe 
tears and tender anxiety foctb* fcite of he^ 
brother, called for that fweet<onfolation 
which the affeftionate Leofrida was ever 
ready to beftow. The truce is broken, 
faid the weeping maid — Clovis muft de- 
part, muft join the troops of the Duke—* 
he commands my father's vaffals. 

Lcofrida's mind was too difinterefted to 
feel the flighteft joy that the unpleafing 
rcfufal which fhe had to repeat to the 
Count, would probably by this accident 
be delayed. - 

She participated^^ ith the trued fympa"^. 
thy, in the diftrefs of her friend. It re-, 
called to her mind the fenfations fhe felt 
when Sigefert departed from England;— 
this naturally led her to bewail, his unac- 
countable abfence; and tears prompted, 
by her own forrows^ infeniibly mingled, 
with thofe called forth by commiferation^ 
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The afflifted darafels paflid feveral 
hours in fruitlefs lamentation. When they 
entered the great faloon at the hour of 
dinner, the Count appeared gloomy and 
penfive, and Clovis was not there. la 
lilence they eat a Ihort repaft, after which* 
the Count arofe, and paced the apartment, 
in deep meditation. Then turning to Sy-. 
billa, This evening, faid he, you muft; 
bid adieu to your brother;— the tmce has; 
been violated, added he-f«-tbe Barons and; 
their allies are in arms, Leofrida here- 
fhuddered ; and where i^ Sigefert, Oibernft 
1— thought flj^e* 

The trembling young ffiicBidls now re*, 
tired to theiir private fitting apartment, 
vhich was at the end of the corridorp, acid, 
pyerlopked a fmall, beautiful valley. 

Here, they fat down by the wiadow,^ 
gazing on the peafants who were moving 
towards the chateau, laden with the arms 
^d. accoutrements of the Count's vaflals,. 

Tb.^X 
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They had continued in this mufing 
iituation for fome time, when a gentle 
tapping was heard at the door : — it was 
Clovis. 

He was anayed in all the fplendor that 
niartkj habiliments could bellow : hisi 
arnois blanc glittered in polifhed pride j 
his fword was damaiked j his creft, formed 
of black glofly plumes, haughtily nodde4 
over his goldejn cafquc ; and his furcoa^ 
was decorated with pompous devices. 

I^ofrida gazed on him $s Sybilla wa^L 
fondly bidding him a reludaqt farewell j 
and her fancy inftantly conjured up th^ 
figure of the graceful, ttie' unadorned 
Olberne. He turned haftily from his 
fifter, to take ^ rnorq animOited adieu of 
her friend. 

Delicacy and confcientious integrity 
told her, that (he ought not to let him 

depa,i:E 
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depart without explaining that (lie could 
not encourage him to cherifh thofe hopes 
fhe had never authorifed. She trembled 
as her generous and 'frank heart di(9:ated: 
to her lips words the moft ftridly apprOr 
priatej and, in a tremulous voice, in-, 
formed him that fhe was conllrained to 
refufe acceptiag that rank in the family, 
which the Count, his father, had deftined 
for her. Her voice^ as flie concluded 
the (hort fentence^ grew firm, and ac-» 
corded with the determination exprefled 
in her whole dcnieanor^, Clpvis hteird her. 
with aftonilhrnent^ and a regret bordering 
on frantic dpfpair : a (bade of haughtinefs 
feemed mingled with the torture of difap-. 
pointed loye»^ 

SybilU dreaded left the violence of hi* 
temper (hould prompt terms that might . 
wound her friend ; and by a fignal, wiftied 
%^t to retire, 

ThQ 
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The caution was needlefs ; for Leofrida, 
Courteoufly bidding farewell to the irri* 
tated youth, haftily withdrew. 

She hiid not ftepped fat into the corri- 
•dore, when fhe overheard the voice of 
Clovis, in a vengeful tone, exclaim, Yes^ 
I am fcorned, I am rejected, for a menial 
warrior, the fon of her father's vaffal.— 
She darted as the founds caught her ear; 
indignation ruflied . to her heart, and, 
ftiingled with a foft emotion of Oiame. 
•She was tempted to return and reprove 
the raflincfs of the manner in which thefe 
few words were fpoken; but inflantly 
checking herfelf, (he flew ^ to her own 
-apartment, and burft into an agony of 
grief. A tumult of confufed ideas dif- 
trefled her delicate mind. How had 
^Clovis difcovered that Ofberne had any 
peculiar fhare in her preference ? How 
could the franknefs, with which Ihe was 
accuftomed to treat the friend of her bro- 
ther, the companion of her childiQi fports 
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and delights, have been fo ftrangely mif-- 
interpreted ? And is it mifinterpretation ? 
whifpered fomething within. Is it not 
the real explanation of thy rejefting this 
lefs amiable, lefs deferving lover ? But 
Ofberne is not thy lover: Feels, per- 
liaps, no more joy at feeing thee, than as 
thou art the filler of his beloved compa- 
aiion, of his Sigefert. 

She darted as thefe tefledions rofe in 
iher mi/id in rapid fucceflion, and carried 
her unawares to difcover that the regard, 
the admiration, which fhe had bellowed 
upon Ofberne as the tribute due to merit, 
was more . deeply rooted, more tenderly 
impreft on her hearty than was confiftenc 
with perfedl tranquillity. 

The uncourteous fcofF of Clovis ex- 
cited her reftntment: The fon of her 
father's vaflal! So he termed the brave, 
the heroic Ofberne. The generous friend* 
ibip of Sigefert had ever fcorned to re- 
mem* 



'member,, that his friend was of a rank 
inferior to his own 

The father of Ofl>erne was^ indeed, re*- 
fpeftable in his ftation ; and the perfonal 
deferts of the youth had ennobled him. 
He had befides acqufred a confiderable 
rank in chivalry, and promifed foon, by 
liis valour, to attain to its higheft honours* 

That exquifite fenfe of female dignity 
"Which never failed to exalt the foul of 
Leofrida, at length reminded her that fhe ' 
had mufed too long on Ofberne. I will 
regard him, faid Ihe to herfelf, as I was 
«ver wont to regard him : with the fame 
franknefs, the fame friendlhip; I will We 
interefted in his fate only as he is beloved 
by my brother, my only valued relation 5 
und as a brave, an heroically worthy youth. 
Thus refolved, flie tranquillized her fpi- 
rits, and fuppreffing the gentle figh that 
ftruggled to tranfpire as (he meditated 
on tkc laft words, fhe walked calmly to 
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the window of her apartment, and fought, 
by gazing on the buftle of the vaffals and 
domeftics in the court below, to detach 
ber thoughts alike from Clovis and from 
Ofberne, 



CHAP. 



< ^< ) 



CHAP. XIV. 



Oh ! good old maoi how well in thee appears 
The conftant fervke of the antique worlds 
When ferTice fweat for duty, not for meed ! 
Thou art notfer the iafliion of thefe times. 

Shakesfeare^ 



T EOFRIDA was convinced that the 
"^ chateau of the Count de Pontorfc 
could not long be her afyium :-^and whi- 
ther muft I flee, faid (he, wiping ofF a 
bufy tear tliat flarted in her eye* The 
caftle De Claire, the beloved fcene of all 
her youthful felicities, arofe to her re- 
membrance, — ^When Sigefert (hall regain 
his rights, (he added, I fliall return to 
tny long-loft home^ but he, alas ! has to 
encounter the felfe^ the treacherous arti- 
voL. IK c ficcs 
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fices of a bafe guardian. Where, in the 
mean time, (hall I find a kind roof to 
fhield this poor nnprotefted head ? Leo- 
frida deemed, that while the fate of her 
brother was in a great meafure unknown 
to her, every tear flied for her own per- 
fonal fufferings was felfifli, was mean. 
She Ipurned, therefore, the regrets that 
involuntarily heaved her bofom, and 
refolved to lilourn only for thofe flie 
loved. 

Sybilla now entering the apartment, 
broke Ae train of her meditations. She 
informed her that the Count was de- 
parted for Rennes, to confult with the 
Duke on the ftate of publjc affairs-; and 
that Clovis wouM that evening depart at 
*^ the head of his vaflals, to meet the 
forces of the Barons, and their allies the 
Englilh. 

And where isv Sigefert? Where is 

^ Of- 
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Oibernc? thought the trembling Leo- 
frida. They furely will join in the en- 
gagement. 

A thoufand anxieties now crouded into - 
her mind, and fhe remained a long time 
in filence; which Sybilla did not inter- 
rupt. She was too much occupied with 
the agitation in which flie had juft feen 
her brother, and which (be lamented with- ' 
out blaming the innocent caufe. 

From the window of their fitting apart- 
taent, the penfive friends beheld the mar- 
tial detachment wind along the valley. 
The air of Clovis was fierce, and he 
feemed difturbed by frequent ftarts. He 
marched fuUenly at the head of his troop, 
without cafting one glance backward on 
the chateau. ' Sybilla fighed with the 
tender commiferation of a fifler; and 
Leofrida gencroufly fympathifed in her 
forrow, . . 

C 2 T\\^ 
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The care of the chateau was left to tiic 
Jleward of thehoufhold; and a.fufEcient 
number of armed men guarded the en- 
trances, left any ftraggling party of the 
.enemy might endeaybur to attack and 
plunder it. - 

The good Mortimer, fincc the fliort 
vifit of Oft)erne to the chateau, unac- 
companied by his friend, had appeared 
unufually dejedled. The fate of his be- 
loved young maftcr hung heavily on the 
faithful adherent. Leofrida, with the 
condefcending friendftiip which was due 
to his difinterefted fervices, confoled him 
by mingling her tears with bis. One day 
(lie joined him as he was walking in the 
pourt of the chateau ; and nobody being 
within hearing, flie revealed to him the 
diftrefe of her fituation. 

Hp fixed his eyes on her as J(he fpoke^ 
with a look of more than paternal pity. 

And 
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And It the daughter of my revered, my 
long-fervcd maftcr,. cried he, banifhed 
from her home, her country, a pilgrim 
in a foreign land ? Robbed of the afflu- 
ence, the delicate comforts due to her 
fex and ranfk ; unchefiflied by tliofb who 
ought to* guard, to proteft her! — He 
flopped, and mufed in erpreffive filence ; 
then bending one knee to the ground, he 
raifed his eyes to heaven, while the tears 
faft chaced each other down his wrinkled 
cheek. Leofrida was furprifed at his 
attitude. 

Accept, illuflrious and moft unfortunate 
lady, faid he, the allegiance I have long 
fincc fworn to your family. Liften to the 
renewal of that atteflation which united 
me to the caufe of your father and your 
brother. Let not the ardour of my zeal. 
Ml thus folenmly repeating my oath of 
fteady adherence, offend that Heaven- to- 
which it would appeaU 

c 3 Yerr 
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Yes ; I here vow never to forfake my 

(hare in the misfortunes of this afflided 
lady. 



The protection of a feeble old maa 
is a poor confolation. But this arm, fuch 
as it is, Ihall guard you, noble damfeU 
lill it lliifens in death. Defpair not till 
you lee my lall drop of blood (lied at 



your {\:Qt. 



Lcofrida was affe^cd ; fl^e fobbed 
aloud. The venerable figure of the good 
old man, the fteadinefs of his attachment^ 
and the awful manner in which he bound 
himfclf to partake her fufferings, foftcntd 
her almoft to painful fenfibility. 



She ilrctchcd her hand to lift him from 

the ^lound i but could acknowledge his 

afildion only by tears. H^ 

calmed 
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calmed his own emotions to tranquilize 
hers* 

Not alone to my weak arm (halt thou 
be trufted, faid he with a ferenc air. Thy 
noble brother fhall return to protect thee^ 
and Ofberne too, whofe greateft glory -i^ 
to fuffer for Sigefert, and the lifter of; 
Sigefert. 

The latter part of this kirTdly intended 
confolation,, (hot a fweet fenfation through 
ihe foul of Leofrida* Yes ! they will 
return, thought fhe ; they will guide me 
to fafety ; to a place of refuge and repofe. 

Some of the doraeftics now croffing 
the court:, fhe bade a grateful adieu to 
the reverend old man, and haftened to her 
apartment. 

Many days ekpfed, and no tidings of 

the contending parties arrived at the cha- 

C,4 - te^U». 
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tcau. The yoiuig friends, being equally 
interefted in the iffue of the battle, paffed 
the time in fearful apprehenfion. But 
though their relations were engs^ed on 
adverlc fides, they regarded this circum- 
fiance rather as an incentive to mutual 
regret, than a caufe for coolnefs or feififli 
jealoufy. Together they watched on the 
talleft turret of the chateau, to difcover the 
wilhed-for approach of fome meffenger: 
together walked down the valley, enquir- 
ing of the peafants news of the battle, 
which it was fuppofed muft by this time 
have been fought* 

One day they had afcended the roof of 
the chateau that intervened between the 
towers, and was well guarded by a low ' 
embattled parapet. It commanded a 
profpcft that extended feveral leagues 
/obfervcd a horfeman ad- 
^Uop; he drew near 
lethipg. was elevated 
ke (book with an air 
of 
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of triumph, uttering at the fame time an ^ 
exulting (hout. Leofrida^s tottering feet 
could Jcarce fupport her frame ; and Sy- 
billa, the generous Sybilla, trembled left 
an unguarded impulfe {hould betray her 
to rejoice that her brother had been vic- 
torious. The herald was now arrived be- 
neath the walls of the chateau ; bis tabard 
was ^emblazoned with the devices of the 
Count de Pontoife; and the ftandard 
which he waved aloft was difcovered by 
Leofrida to bear the infignia of the Earl 
of Albemarle. Shuddering as (he gazed, 
her {training eye endeavoured to deceive 
itfelf, but in vain j the golden griffins 
were pidured too plainly on its tattered 
folds. It was yet red and wet with blood; 
tht blood, perhaps, of her countrymen ; 
of the brave Englifh, who would not 
eafily have refigned their banner. - 

The meffehg^r now blew his horn ; 

and the chateau foon refounded with the 

Ihouts of vid©ry. Sybilla fupported with 

c 5 the 
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the tendercft concern her difti-efled friend, 
and endeavoured to alleviate her fears. 
Thougli the battle has been decided in 
favour of the Duke, faid the generous 
friend, thy brother may ftill be fafe, my 
Leofrida; he may have efcaped ' with 
added glory from the dangerous field. 
This fight may end the fatal difpute, and 
peace may be reftored to our afflifted 
country. 

Leofiida, deeply fenfible of the kind 
<:ares of her noble friend, hftencd to thefe 
confblations; and, amid the tender anx- 
ieties that ftill pained her bofomy (he ven- 
tured to hope; yet fo keenly did the 
terror of expedcd ill tidings pierce her 
heart, that the cheering animation, had 
much to ftruggle with. 

At length they refolved to defcend intov 
Uie chateau, and fortify themfelves againft 
whatever might affail their ears. In the 
great, iaiooa they found the herild deli- 
vering 
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vering to the fteward of the dhateau, 
Mortimer, and the chief of the party left 
to guard the tnanfioq, a hafly account of 
the engagement. The ladies inftantly 
retreated, iollowcd by Mortimer; and 
were haftening into an apartment adjoin- 
ing the faloon, to hear from him fome 
lelaiion of the battle, when a great noife 
was heard at the front gates, and the • 
Count himfelf entered the chateau. He 
paffed haftily by the ladies, without pay- " 
ing the leaft mark of courtefy to Leofrida ; 
and only faying to Sybilla, Your brother 
is unhurt ; -prepare to congratulate him on 
the glory -he has gained. To-morrow he 
will be here/ and do thou give orders for- 
a fplendid banquet to be held in honour 
of his vi&ory. 

Joy at hearing of the fafety of a brother, 
whom, notwithftanding the difference of 
his difpofition, (he much loved, exhilarated 
the foul of Sybilla ; and Leofrida flipping 
'away, invited Mortimer, by a fign of her 
C.6 - . Xik^Kw^^ 



36 "SHE KNIGHTS'. 

hand, to follow her to the corridore. He 
obeyed ; but could communicate Kttle. 
The herald^ inr the exultation of his 
heart, dwelt chiefly on the Valour of the 
vidors.. The combat had been Angularly 
obftinate^ 

And Sigefert? cried Leofrida almoft 
brcathlefs.— I can gam notidings of thcm^ 
replied Mortimer; taking it for granted 
that (he would join to the nam^ of her 
brother that of his friend: but they 
were undoubtedly in the engagement* 
Each now &ood in filent conftemation for 
fome time* 

When the vaflals arrive to-morrow^ 
rejoined Mortimer after a. loi^ paufe, we 
(hall furely be able to learn fome tidings 
of warriors fo diftinguiftied, and wha 
were certainly placed in fotr^c confpicuous 
Aation in the ranks* 

Auxietics more interefUng to Leofrida 

than 
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than concern for her own perfonal fituation, 
BOW entirely employed her mind. She 
pafled the night in wakeful apprehenfion,* 
and awaited, with unpleafing expedtation, 
the return of Clovis ; the proud, the felf- 
cxalted Clovis, now returning a triumphant 
chief from the llaughter of her country- 
men, perhaps of her brother. Cold ran 
the blood through her veins a« the laft 
idea ftarted acrofs her mind; and (h^ 
even wifhed for the arrival of the vidlors, 
that the agony of fufpenfe might end in 
certainty. Sybilla, who, notwithftanding 
her generous regard to the feelings of her 
friend, was yet elevated with joy at the 
fafe return of her brother, paffed but lif- 
tie of the morning with Leofrida, The 
fiimptuous preparations for the banquet 
employed the greater part of the fliort 
intervening period ; and fhe was not forry 
to be fpared obfcrving the keen fears of 
her;' weeping companion, which were occa- 
fioned by the very occurrence that had 
diipelled her own* 



( 40 ). 
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The trumpet founds to war : 
Loud (bouts re-echo from the mountain's fide^ 

The din of battle thunders from afar, 
.The foaming torrent rolls a crimfon tide y 
The youthful warrior's breaft with ardour glows; 
In thought he triumphs oVr ten thoufand foes : 

£late with hope he rufhes on ; 

The battle feems already wbn ; 
The vanqui(h*d hofts before him fly, 
His heart exults in fancy 'd vidtory, 
Nor hears the flying fhaft, nor thinks of danger 
nigh. 

Methinks I fee him now 

Fall'n his creft his glory gone 

The opening laurel faded on his brow. 

Miss BoWDLfiS* 



LOUD Ihouts, and the hollow blaft 
of the trumpet, foon proclaim- 
ed the viftors were approaching the 
chateau. 

Leofrida 
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Leofrida trembled. She funk upon a 
chair, and ventured not to caft one glance 
from the window. 

Exultation, bordering upon tumult, 
filled every part of the manfion; every 
voice was tuned to triumph; every foot 
bounded lightly, animated by the imiver- 
fal joy; while the mournful, deferted 
exile, lat alone in her folitary apartment, 
fliuddering, left the event that thus exhi- 
larated others, fhould to her prove a calife 
of the deepeft anguifh* 

. Many hours paffed, and the noify ex- 
ultation ftill echoed through the fpacious 
apartments. The time appointed for the 
banquet now drew nigh. Leofrida arofe, 
and with tottering feet advanced to her 
little wardrobe, to feledt a habit conform-* 
able, in fome flight degree, to the fefti- 
vity. Here her eye caught the pilgrim's 
drefs, in which (he fled from her beloved, 
her native land* She figbed, and watered 
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it witk her tears ; then feleding a robe of 
crimfon taffetj^ whofe hue- was fofcened 
by the ditching of (ilver that j:>lended 
with it, (he reludantly arrayed herlelf foi: 
the fplendid feaft. 

Sybilla now entered the apartment witK 
a tender air. Have you learned any tid* 
ings, cried Leofrida with a faltering 
tongue, " of the vanqui(hed,'* flic would 
have added, but could not pronounce thft 
words, — I can learii nothing of Sigefert^^ 
replied the generous friend, burfling into 
tears; but we muft appear joyful, my dear 
leofrida, The Count will nat be^r the 
fliadow of melancholy to dwell this day 
on any face in the chateau. 

Be confoled, my beloved ftiend, nor let 
this effort be too painful to you. Had 
Sigefert been fubdued, the conqueft of 
fuch a foe would have been boafted of: 
their fiience tells that he is not among the 
t^umb(jf of the vanquilhed. A faint 

gleam. 
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gleam of hope (hot acrofs the features of 
the agitated JLeofrida ; and (he prepared 
to accompany her friend to the dreaded 
banquet. 

Sybilk, as fhe was ftepping out of the 
apartment, turned to Leofrida, and, with 
a countenance expreffive of fomething to 
be reludantly told, faid, — I have a mief« 
fage to deliver, which I fear will be un* 
pleafing. Clovis— do not hate him for 
my fake, deareft Leofrida — Clovis wifhes 
to fee you ; to fpeak with you alone.—* 
Leofrida- turned pale. She was alike un- 
willing to pain'her generous friend, or to 
irritate the Couiu; ihe Jaefitated fome mi- 
nutes. If I fee him, thought Ihe, I can 
for the laft, the concluding time, inform 
turn of my unalterable . determination ne- 
ver to. be his* She ftill paufed ; and fober 
recoUeftion told her, the interview would 
be better to be deferred till the next day : 
the tumult (he had liftened to with fo 
much agitation^ ^«ad th« expeded terrors 
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of the banquet, being more than enough 
for the efforts of one day. And with a 
gentle, yet tremulous voice» (he begged 
Sybilla to inform her brother that fhe 
would fee him on the morrow, in the 
apartment which was the fitting room of 
the two friends% 

Pleafed that, at any rate, fhe complied^ 
the kind filler of Clovis was fatisfied with 
the acquiefcencc ; and followed by the 
trembling Leofrida, led the way to the 
banquet-room.. 

The chamberlain of the chateau met 
the ladies, and introduced them into a 
vaft hall, which was fet apart for times of 
feftivity, as a faloon of ftate. They 
paffed through* a^ long colonade of lofty 
pillars, on which were fiafpended number^ 
Itfs martial trophies. 

The principal fpacejn- the apartment 
was divided, by the continued range of 

„thefe. 
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thefe pillars, into aifles: in the middle 
one was placed a table of marble, fup- ^ 
ported by pillars in the ftiape of griffins 5 
the eagle heads of thefe monfters were 
richly gilt ; and in their jaws were placed 
perfumes, which being fired, filled the 
feloon with delicious odours. Fires formed 
of cinnamon-wood, in tripods of em- 
bofled gold, were difpofed at different 
diftances in the fide aifles. Leofrida with 
an akingeye, caft a glance at this mag- 
nificence, but averted it to the .ground 
when Ihe iaw the pillars adorned with 
bucklers, cafques, corfelets, and other 
parts of armour, whofe battered appear- 
ance befpoke them to be newly brought 
from the field of battle. They were 
indeed the fpoils torn from the brave 
troops, fubdued in the late combat. 

The fitter of Sigefert was now in turn 
fiibdued. The apprehedions that tore 
her bofom at fight of thefe emblems of 
the defeat of her heroic countrymen ; re- 
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colleftion of the unknown fate of hat 
brother, of his friend, of the generous 
Marefchal, vanquiQied her refolution,^ 
and (he funk upon a feat almoft infenfible^ 

The care of Sybilla, and above all the 
appearance of the Count, who entered 
the faloon followed by Clovis, and feveral 
nobles, with their knights and pages, re- 
called her to -life. 

She arofe, and refolved to fupport the 
trial of this cruel fpedtacle with becom- 
ing dignity. The Count advancing to 
the ladies, prefented Clovis as the vidor ; 
and bade them congratulate him, Leo- 
frida faintly bowed her head, but averted 
her eye from the fight of one, whofe 
fword was fo deeply dyed in Britifli blood. 
The proud triumph of the conqueror 
had elevated the natural haughtinefs of 
this young knight to more than wonted 
arrogance. 
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He paid a falute to Leofrida, in which 
confcious merit feemed to vie with the 
tender animation of ardent lovej andj 
while he gazed earneftly on her, the air 
of his movements feemed to fay, Doft 
thou now dare to rejeft me, fcornful 
maid? Doft thou, a poor deferted exile, 
nay, perchance, a captive, dare to rejedt a 
vidtor ? 

The proud, as well as the tender ex- 
preffion, was alike unnoticed by Leofrida^ 
hotwithftanding his fumptuous habit might . 
well have caught a female eye. He wore a 
furcoat of a deep crimfon colour, en- 
riched with filver eagles. The chain of 
knighthood hung from his neck, to which 
was fufpended a fmall gblden (hidd -, for 
to that order he belonged. His helmet 
was without the beaver, richly adorned 
with the infignia of his family, and 
bearing a creft of crimfon plumes; it 
was fattened to his head by cords of 
pearls. 

. The 
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The giiefts were now feared at the 
Iplendid board ; Leofrida was placed op- 
polite to Clovis, She dared not to lift 
her eyes that way; but on his helping 
her to a part of a peacock, which, deco- 
rated with its proud plumage, was a prin- 
cipal difti, and which the laws that regu- 
lated fuch feafts obliged him, as a vidtor, 
to carve, (he was under the neceffity of 
returning a courteous inclination of the 
head. As (he was haftily ending this 
forced politenefs,^ her eye glancing on 
a pillar, beheld, fufpended aloft, the 
bloody banner of the Earl of Albemarle : 
•the fame which flie had feen borne 
by the . herald to the chateau. Tears, 
unabje to reftrain themfelves, fell fall: 
the effort (he made to remain in her 
feat was violent. Two objeSs fo ap- 
palling, in one dire<9ion, aflTailing her 
eye, (he ventured no more to raife it fronS 
the table. 

The 
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The . guefts were now loud in their 
-triumphant caroufals : the faloon echoed 
^ith the (hout of exultation, Inflrumenta 
of martial mufic were placed in the fide- 
aiiles, and at intervals founded the march, 
the fignal of attack, and the blafts of con- 
'Clufive viftory. The hollow-toned tim^ 
3)rels beat cold on the heart of Leofrida, 
but her ear was now the only avenue that 
guided liew terror to her foul. Her 
<iowncaft eye obfervcd not the flern fcru- 
tinizing brow of the Count, the proud 
regards of Clovis, the tender commif- 
crating glances of Sybilla, nor the looks 
of mingled wonder and pity that occafiCn- 
sdly appeared in the countenances of the 
guefts and the attendant knights. 

The trouveurs were now admitted into 
the faloon: they fung the ftanzas they 
had compofed in honour of the vi<S:ory, 
exalting the bravery of the conquerors^ 
and painting the terrors of the combat in 
glowing cotours. They reprefented the 

VOL. II. D Cv^k^ 
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field. of battle ftrewed with vanquiflied 
foes,, and red with the blood of the Ba- 
rons and their allies. The loud har- 
monious drain was to I^ofrida a dirge 
chanted over the bier of her friends : flic- 
grew paler tlian before, as it eclioed. 
throujgh the lofty vault of the roofc 

When the bards ceafed, the gueft* 
again returned to their triumphant feftivity* 
The ruby-coloured wine rofe to the brim 
of the golden goblets. The Count ap- 
peared Angularly elevated: as the exhi- 
larating draught was prefented to him,. 
he took the vafe in his hand, then paufing, 
after a few minutes exclaimed, in. a tone 
of lofty exultation. Shall not this illuf- 
trious conqueft be commemorated as be- 
comes viftors ?— vi6tors who have tri- 
umphed ov^r rebels and their allies. Shall 
we not fwallow the draught of feftive 
^riumph from cups worthy of the office ? 

JjBt us then, added he, hurling from 

him 
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llimthfevifc he held;* drink k outof thef 
(poils of our foes. Let the heltn^' <l# 
the vanquilhed be our goblets* The 
€»ve^ oiP the idea-mftfehtly chkrfntd' all 
Ae gu^!#tsi The iidWes rofe, atifi -dafclt 
feflbd a^cafque frbra- aittid- thcf airfh^ dftrtf 
WW;foi{)feh(fc(J'dh tHe,^^^^ 

. -Ofii* 'wte ^ bWng*' t6 the Count ; Ift" 
-<»na!4flddd ia page to bring' to' hini* thd 
rfeHly^ eftibWied evWir-that coWtamed tMbf 
whie. irfvfehih^ the cafquei he • filled ' W 
^tO' the brint, rilinW' f?om W^- feifas^lttf 
pdlired in^the^preciofts'itiquor;' then hedr-' 
ing ■ it to' ^ his- fohy It i^ thxrti^ cried h^,' 
that th* ' cbh^eehij^ = ihdild-* telebritte hts' 

vidiotf. 

• ■ • . . • ■■' i' ■ ■' J, ■ 

The fingulacity cF^ the- atci^G^tX^' 
perfuaded Leofrida to caft •a^gf^e'-up*'^ 
ward as Clovis raifed the helmet to his 
lips. The filver dove, the purple fillet 
which, with her own hand,, Ihe had 
i> 2 bound 
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bounil round it, proclaimed it the helmet 
<of Oft^rne. 

Jfct-a fingle fliriek efcaped the fading 
!lip of the wretched fiifFerer. The pulfes 
that had hithearto throbbed with ftifled 
anguilh now ceafed to beat ; the ghaftly 
palenefs of her face, foretold that a ftate 
of ftupor was dealing upon her fenles. 
Even the proud ; Clovis felt a pang ot 
rcmorfe ; and^ the Count flood in fqllen 
fufpenfe, ftruggling tp fupprefs the pity 
that crept ynaw^^res into his heart. His 
axiorp generous guefts e;jcprefled an uni- 
yerfal ^otiment of kin^ commiferation : 
^ach was eager in affifting to bear the 
lovely corfe, for fo (he feemed, to her 
apartment, where (he was inftantly con- 
veyed, attended by the weeping and ^n>oft 
frantic Sybilla. 



CHAP, 



c s^ y 



CHAP. XVI- 



O Lady, he is dead and gone i 
Lady, heV dead and gonci 
. And at his head a green grafle turfet 
And at hii hech a fione. . 

JacitMt Balla^f 



'TPHE anxious cares of Sybiila, aidfijfi 
by the attendance of .the female d!V 
meftics of the chateau^ at length recalljpd - 
L-eofrida to life, if fuch the faiiit revival 
might be lermed; and time and the revive* 
ing cordijds which were adminiftered %o ' 
her, reftored her..languidfenfea to th^ir. 
Wmted perception/:: 

i>3^- Tho 
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^ The image of Ofberne, pale, lifelefs or> 
the field of battle, flarted to her recollec* 
tion. It was foon fuccceded by that of 
her brother; and fhe fell into a fhort re-^ 
lapfe. When fhe again opened hex eyes^^ 
flie looked wildly round, as. if to efcapc 
from fome horrible ftiape that was ready to 
prefent itfelf. 

When r^afbn clearly returned, (he re-** 
membered that (he was in the hou(e, ia 
the powef of thofe who had flaughtered 
her only, her beloved friends. The idea 
flriick her with terror; (he refolved ko 
recover, if po(nble, fufficient ftrength to 
;% fconpf a place which, inftead of t^eiiui^ 
•ftH'bcfpitahle afj^lum, had proved «to her 
uonly ^ :fc^ne o( horrors. The eicalted 
^oodDe&.of SybiUa £lkd her at once with 
admiradch and afie&iop; and with herc^ 
(gratitude fhe cefolved to repay it by trying 
iaioegsin her reiiggaitibn^ 
-^ * • - ' 

. Leofri^ 
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Leofrida's ardour of fortitude was now 
over ; (he was no longer fanguine ; no 
longer lupported calamity with exultation* 
She frequently repeated with a heavy, ligh, 
the words of the motto bequeathed by her 
tnother, " Subdue and triumph^'* — I will 
not even now faint beneath my fufferingst 
faid (he. The parting precepts of her be- 
loved. Lady Editha forcibly recurred tQ:. 
her recoiled ion : — 

** Let the lail misfortune you (hall en^ 
counter be borne, if not with equal fpirit, 
at lead with equal calmnefs as the firft:«>«* 
not on fortitude cxercifed when you art 
in the humour to be heroic;, but on that^ 
pradiicd when ths effort is painfuf,,. aiid 
performed from a deep fenfe of duty, ds» 
pends Uie firft bkffing of mortals— ja trail- 
quil, nay a blifsful death."' Bfe thut pe- 
riod the arm of all my hopes L cried tb^ 
wretched Leofrida..— I will fo »pafs the 
remainder of my eventful life, as to attam^ 
that firft of bleffings* Thus refolved, the 
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amiabtefufferer endeavoured to attain to it 
tranquil ftate of mind j. but great and dif- 
ficult was the effort. The uncertaiaty of 
Sigefert's fituation, and the too, too cer- 
tain fate of Ofberney were tortures to hdp 
iqaagination» 

The numberlefs graces and exalted me- 
rit of that amiable youth, piftured them- 
felves in her fancy more lively than ever* 
They were never more to be feen — never 
more contemplated. She meditated oa 
his fliort life; his career of martial glory 
fo illufl-rioufly begun, fo fbon finiQiedt 
and while fhe tenderly fympathized in hU 
early misfortunes, (he wiftied to perfuade^ 
hcrfelf that (be bewailed him only as the 
CQny)anion of her youthful fports,. and the 
ifriend of her brother. — Ah \ Sigcfert, 
cried flxe> if thou ftill liveft, how. wilt 
thou fupport this affliftion! — Here a new 
fourcc of anguifh tore her bofdm; but 
while Ihe: ftruggled and fuffered> Ihe pre- 

ferved 
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•finred ia her aipeft ibmething like ie- 
renity. 

^T.At the end <tf a fortnight Leofrida was 
i^le to walk to the fitting apartment at 
the end of the corridore. She trembled, 
left in hear way (he fhould 'meet objefts 
ihe dreaded to .fee, the Count or Clovis, 
She was pleafingly difappointed ; and the 
confiderate Sybilla, who obfcrved her ap- 
prefaeniion and gueffed the caufe, left her 
1^ fhe entered the apartment, .to prevent, 
if poffible, the intrufion of Clovisi the 
fight of whom (he knew would at this 
time be peculiarly diftreffing to her friend. 
Leofrida advanced to the window. that 
overlooked the little valley : as Ihe gazed 
on the fcency her eyes were filled with 
tears. 

- The tranquillity of the peafants,was no 
longer. difturbed by preparations for war. 
^hc huta.feemed to repofe in th6 bofomof 
their, iittle gardens ;-<-tl»eir; peaceful ^oha-^ 



bitaijef purfued Jbek toils in wonted fc^ 
curity. — 

^ DffBixlY his Uiis tranquillity been >. pur^ 
jchafed! thought Leofrida, The idea led 
jher to a ti:iLin of refleftions^ and flie wis 
ioft in mufing, when the noife of fleps 
^dvdncing in.the corridore, roufed her fnam 
her rcverif . She imagined them at fiiil to- 
be Sybilla's; but lift^ing, (he difiia^ 
^i(hed that they were not the tread of a 
female foot. She darted, and with diffi^ 
culty forced herfelf .to turn tpwards jhr 
door^ She cafl on it a fearful glance^ and 
beheld the venerable figure of the good 
Mortimer. 

; A burft of tears reliey^d^ theanguiflb 
that ruftied to her heart at the fight of ihk 
faithful panner of her exile and misfor- 
tunes.; on wbofep reverend countenance was 
ilrongly marked afflidjoa and pity. . ^ht 
hdd out; her. hand as a fignaliochim to 
|ftu;er; he obey^d^ naqd ibulj^thfr dood 

; ' .- . , ^ " Fearful 
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Fearfuf of reviving fcirrow nor yet com- 
pletely lulled iftto refignation,. he care- 
foUy avoided Tevemng to the late occur- 
jmces. When Leofrida had^ in fi>nie" 
me^ure recovered her pertfive compofurc, 
file looked mournfully on tfoe good okl^ 
man as on the only friend, except the ge- 
nerous SybilU,. who could partake and 
Gooimiferate her forrows^ She obferved an- 
expreffion in his countenance that befpoke: 
unwelcome intelligence to be communi- 
cated.-*^e gazed on the pafe features of 
Leofrida, and tears trickled down, his ve»* 
aerable cheeks* 

Moft unfortunate, mod amiable Lady,, 
fiiid he at lengthy canft thbu yet fupport 
more of adverfity?^— Yes, ..replied ihe in a 
firm tone — if it relates only to nxyfelf, fear 
hot to communicate whatever thou know- 
eft, kind Mortimer. What more evils < 
hang over this poor unQiekered head ?-— 
UnQieltered indeed! replied the venerabla- 
adherent«««Then paufing fora few minutes 
1x6 Xesr 
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—Yes? thou art indeed unflieltered? 
Thou wilt foon be detained in this 
chateau as a captive. Leofrida ftarted; 
but inftamly recovering herfeif — Is not the 
war concluded? afked (he. Alas, no! re- 
joined Mortimer. The Barons are ex- 
pefted to re^affemble their forces-; and I 
have karned from the fteward, that the 
Count will probably think himfelf obliged 
by the kws of war to detain as prifon«r 
the lifter of the young Baron de Claire^ 

Then let us fly, good Mortimer, cried 
Leofrida in a calm tone. This chateau 
has proved to me only a fcene of horrors 
—let us quit it.' Alas ! to whom here, 
but to the generous Sybilla, will a fare- 
Well be pronounced with tears ? 

Morumer now hefitated for feveral mi* 
liutes.— We muft depart fecretly, faid be 
—the Count will not agree to your de- 
parture; and would it not be better to re- 
aflumc the habits of pilgrims? 

Atear^ 



A tear, unbidden j ftarted to tKe eye of * 
Ixofrida, at beholding- herfelf again a. 
wanderer, unfriended, unprotefted, but 
bjr the feeble arm of the faithful Morti- 
-mcn She wiped it away, and calmed hor* 
brow, to an afpeft of refigned (erenity, 

^No time is to be loft, rejoined MortN- 
men The Count is now abfent from the 
chateau ; he is gone to confuli with the - 
Ijhike; and Clovis, too, is far off on a 
hunting party. This evening, my dear 
young Lady, muft not clofe before we: 
eicape. 

Leofrida paufed^— fhe was willing to quit 
a place that recalled to her imagination only 
images of terror and d^ftrefss-— but whi^- 
ther (hall we fly ? cried (he. The provi- 
dent Mortimer had adjufted every* thing 
relating to their flight before he dffcovered 
to Leofrida that it was neceflary. Con- 
ftantine, when he accompanied Ofberne to 
the chateau i( had related their reception at 

the 
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• the cottage of the vine-dreffer. This fim- 
pie abode he juftly fuppofed would afford 'a^ 
Efe retreat to the illuftrious exile;, and the^ 
cheerful Cecile would tend her with ihe-^ 

gentUftcare^ 

Leofrida liflened to* the account which; 
the good old man gave of this habitation^ 
but perplexed him by a queftion, how he 
came to know of it. He* was unwiUing, 
K) recall ideas too painfully tender, by^ 
mentioning the name of CHherne— but 
how to avoid it he knew not. In a tremu* 
lous voice he related all he had heard from 
Conftantine. She heard it with an eager 
■ear-^her feeble frame trembled ; and With 
difficulty fhe commanded the unruly emo-- 
t;ion fo far as CD remain in her feat^ 

Generous youth, cried ftie, faintly, hc^ 

i^^s wandecing in fearch ef his friend.^^ 

Tears interrupted farther fpeech,. and 

Mortimer rofe to retire^ To-night, faid 

y he, when the clock of the chateau tolls 

for 



for yeC]^Sr cpn^c^to^h^ fm^ gate th^t 
$e^s ^^ffi ch^ iunjsr court into the valley. 
nt?Sbe bpwe4 ber head in token of cotttg^ 
pliwp^jt A^d ho departed.. 

- To vifit ^;fpflt on which Oibeme had 
trodden, was fwe^fly pleafing to Leofrida- 
There, thought (he, will I pafs the reft 
f^f my mourniul lifp,. meditatirg on the 
^oo e^rly fate of tlrn? amiable youth. My 
foot (hall prefs the felf-fame fod that waa 
once imprinted by his. In mufing on hinct 
^nd Qn wy Ipft Sigefert, on my beloved 
Lady Edith;^, ftiall 1 wear away ray wa-- 
iild ^ys^ 

To bid adieu to Sybilla, the generous^ 
^e ^fFedionate Sybilla, ^ as the only ciii- 
cumftance that .at quitting the chateaii 
ftruck a pang to the breaft of Leofrida^ 
That kii)d fri«4id viTis this day on a vifit to 
the abbefs of a i>eighbouiing convent,. 
%ft4 iflietefo Ived tpc 4^pajrt before her rcr 
twwi.i.tbu^^parASg bp.i herfel( wd her 
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friend the agony of- afeparation/^ She- 
could thus hkewife' avoid paining the 
kind afFeftion of Sybilla, by informing her 
of V her reafons fof quitting the chateau*- . 

Leofrida determined tO; leave a ffiorr 
billet addreffed to her friend, concealed m 
a clofet of the- fitting apartment, of^ which 
none- but hcrfelf and Sybilia poffeffed the 
key/ There was, therefore, no impru- 
dence in mentioning in it the place of her 
retreat — a circumftance which (he knew • 
would much alleviate the anxiety that ge^ 
nerous-maid would feel for her fafety. Sh« 
cxpreffed in the warmeft terms herftnfe of 
her truly m^nanimous friendfliip; alleg- 
ing as the caufe of her (departure, a wilh 
to feek tidings of Sigcfert which could not . 
be g^ned at the chateau. 

She now awaited, in a kind of agitaterf*^ 
tranfport, the hour in which (he was to bid 
adieu to the hated abode of the Count de 
Pqiitoife. She took from her wardrobo 

the 
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the Pilgfim^s habit which (he had worn 

"When (he efcaped from England. That 

which had clothed the limbs of lier beloved 

Lady Edkha met her eye; — flie took it up 

—it was a facred relic; a memorial of 

the fufferings and patience of the amiable 

deceaied. Among a fmall bundle of her 

.clothes that (he agreed to take with her, 

which was to be faftened on Mortimer'* 

•mule^ (he placed this habit; then arrayf 

ing herfelf once more in the humble diC- 

guife, (he fat down, and calmly a^yaitj^d 

the tolling of the vtCpcs bcU. 

The fignal founded— (he kneeled dowD, 
and breathed a prayer for the kind Sybil- 
la; then opening the door of the. apart* 
ment (he beheld Mortimer ready attired ii^ 
his pilgrim's habit. Fortpne favours our 
efcape, faid he — the domeftics are now ce- 
lebrating the late viftory over again in a 
diftant hall; even the porter has left his 
lodge^ and the hour of vefpers is unheeded 
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by all. Leofrida gave him hef littfe: 

packet, and filently followed* 

They pafled the conridore with cautioi»= 
Aeps, and foon arrived at the bottom of 
the principal ftair-gafe. Here Mortimer 
with regret found that to gain the inner* 
<court from whence they were to iffue into- 
>the valley, they nnift crofs the colonade^ 
paffage that led to the &loon of ftate ; for 
-there, fufpended among the dther tro- 
phies ©none of tlie pillars, the good old 
man had obferved, as he paiTed it in the 
day-time, a white furcoac bordered with 
folm^eaves, wrought by the hand of* 
L^frida ta grace the Ihoulders of Of^ 
^berne. 

This he had bathed in his tears ;. he had 
taken it down front the pillar, and wi(bed 
to convey it away, but he feared being dif- 
covered by the domeftics. His appre^ 
henfions that it fliould be remarked by- 

Leo/- 



|.iCofri<la, and revive the anguifli Ihe had 
^Ic on fight qf the cafque, .were not veri- 
^^d, Tfee dulkinefe of the evening, 
-Joined to the gloom of the paflage, pro*- 
ycntpd this additional diftrefe. They 
JM^ftfWed tP.the inner .courts and without 
iUKcmipdon paiRd the little gate, the key 
^ which Mortimer had ftolen white 
4be Potter was engaged in the general 

At a (hort diftance he had previaa% 

flationcd the mules they rode when they 

l9Sx)NfiA. : at .the okateay ; ^cry mouAted^ 

;ind proceeded fwiftly jtilldartuicrets of:die . 

iCJbiat^u funk from (view« A^s the peq[i^ 

jSkOOs diiappearcd l.eofrida heaved a figb^w 

^be forgot for an inftaot that t^ey denote^ 

-tbi^ dwelling lof the ibeim Count and th^ 

arrogant Clovis. She mourned for uho 

lofs of the amiable fociety, the alleviating 

.condoknce of the generous Sybilla* - 

They 
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They flackcned their pace as they act- 
vanced down the valley, and beheld them- 
;felves at a diftance from the chatcaiK. 
Mortimer^ felicitous left the hiealth of,' 
Leofrida, already tender, feowldfufferf 
from the evening breezes Mid the fatigue t 
of the journey,, prapofed that they (houM^ 
reft for the nigbtat oneof the cottages iai 
the valley ; but Leofrida, fearful of difr - 
xovery, would not confent to ftop fill they, 
arrived at the diftance o£.twoleag\ies frosi;: 
tlleichateau^ 

Their drefs: of pilgrims eafily procured '. 
.tiiem admittance into a neat peafant's hutv 
which they gained: before the night was • 
.far advanced. In this manner they occa:.^ 
fionally ftepped in their route, and were 
hofpitably entertained from reverence, for. 
tbe habit they worcu^ 

Eeofridai 
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Leofrida by exertion fupported the 
fatigues of the journey at lead with calm- 
nefs; and the tufted fummit of the foreft 
of Guifche, at length told that they 
were not far diftant from the cottage of 
Juftine. 



CHAP. 



( ?o I 
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ISc lamcntar angelli, O verdi frondc 

Mover foaremeiite all* aura efliva, 
O roco mormorar di lucid onde 

S'ode d'una fiorita & frefca riva ; 
, La 'v'co feggio, d'amor penfofo, e fcriva ; 

Lei chcM ciel ne moftro, terra n^afconde, 
Vcggio, ed odo, ed intendo : ch'ancor viva 

Di ii lontano a* fofpir mici rifponde. 
Dch ! perche inanzi tempo ti confume ! 

Mi dice, con pietate : a che pur verfi 
Degli occhi trifle uo dolorofo fiumc. 

Di me non pianger tu» che mici di ferfi, 
Morendoy eterni, e nell' eterno lume, 

Quando moflrai di chinder gli occhi aper fi. 

Petrarch, Sonnet 2^9% 

When mourn the birds— when as the warm galii 
' breathe. 

The verdant leaflets tnemuloufly glide, 
Whew fom€^ cool ftream, its flow'ry banks beneath, 

la hollow murmiuis rolls its glitt'ring tidej 
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There penfive as I fit, and mufe on lovc> 

I fee that form, no longer livings rife; 
i fee, I hear,*— while ftill it fcems to move ; 

Still from afar it anfwers to my fighs !— 
^' Why with ioft pitying glance," it fecm« to cryv 

** In timelefs forrow wade lifers bloonrring day f 
-*• Why from thy wofol eyes, with full fupply, 

*♦ Giv*ft thou the ftream of Ceafelefs tears to 
flray? •. 

**' Weep not for me-^for lo! my blifeful hours 

** Ai5C HOW immortalized in hcav'nly bow'rs ! * 
'♦* Mine eyes, tho^ clos'd to thy dim fight they. 

feem, . 
■f* Are op'd, for ever op*d, to light's eternal 
beam!" 



EVENING was yet faT off when the 
wanderers, arrived at the foot of the 
little green fteps that led to the neat 
cottage : here they alighted from . their 
mules, and Leofrida waited whilft ^Jorti- 
Tner afccnded the .hill, to agree with the; 
=Cottagers for their reception. While he 
ftood in the little'porch talking with the 
cleanly-looking Cecile, who- foon appeared, 
Leofrida caft a fliort glance on this neat 

abode. 
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Abode. Its rural appearance, the flourifti- 
ang garden, tlte fmooth-cut fteps, more 
than pleafed ; they Interefted her. — For had 
not Ofberne afcended thofe ileps? — Thou 
thinfceft too much of Olberne, whifpered 
a fenfation of exquifite delicacy.— Shall I 
not remember the friend of Sigefert ? 
aiked (he of her own mind — I (hall: but. 
remember him only as the friend of 
Sigefert, 



o"^ 



Mortimer now returned, accompanied 
by Cecile, to whom he difcovered that 
the fair pilgrim was a Britifli lady of rank; 
but difciofed no farther part of her ftory. 

The cheerful-tempered woman wel* 
comed Leofrida to her humble habitation 
vvith the moft refpedtful kindnefs. Her 
mind, though uninformed, Was fo truly 
difinterefted, that (be could not have 
ufed a fingle word expreffive of more 
reverence, had her new gueft appeai^ed in 
habiliments fuited to her rank* Leofrida 

^ was 
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was ufhered into a fmall but very clean 
apartment, the common fu ting-room of 
the family. 

Its plain walls, neatly ftuccoed; the 
tleaa • wooden benches ; the cheerful 
bearth; apd the reft of the furniture, 
'which vvas fuch as became a peafant's 
dwelling, though fo different from what 
Leofrida had lately been acciiftomed to, 
infpired her with pleafing ideas of com* 
fort. The choiceft flices were feledled 
from the quarter of goat allotted for that 
day's fare : Cecilc broiled them with the 
.niceft care, ftrewing them with wild bafil ; 
while the little Pepin ran to gather a bunch 
t)f the ripeft grapes, 

Leofrida experienced fomething like a 
(hade of fercnity as (he contemplated 
this fcene of frugality and: coment; and 
after refrelhing herfclf with the limple 
rep.ift prepared for her, Ccclle led her 
into a fmall inner apartment, which Ihe 

VOL. I I . .E ^^\<5v- 
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propofed to ^apt to the fole accommo- 
dation of l^r fair gueft* 

It was like the other parts of the habi- 
tation, clean, plain, and frugally furnifli- 
ed. The little lattice commanded a 
beautiful expanfe of rural fcenery, ter- 
minating in the varied (hades formed by 
the fummit of the foreft. 

This view was peculiarly interefting to 

Leofrida. bhe beheld her new abode 

with as much delight as, ia her fituatioOj 

fhe could poflibly experience. Here Cc- 

cile left her, for fome hours, to that re- 

pafe fo neceffary to her enfeebled frame. 

She laid her tired limbs on the cleafily 

-couch, and funk into a (hon Humber: 

it was invited fdely by fatigue; and the 

reftleffnefs of her mind ftill agitated her 

pulfes, though in fleep. She awoke from 

the unquiet dreams that had haunted her 

^cy» flightly rcfrelhed. 

The 
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The found of voices in the outer 
apartment, announced that more perfons 
were arrived at the cottage; and Cecile 
foon entering, informed L eofrida that 
Juftine was returned from his . labours, 
and that their good father (fo (he called 
the grandfather of Juftine, whofe happy 
reftoration to his family Ofberne had wit- 
neffed) was going to repeat the evening 
prayers. 

Leofrida was unwilling at prefent t6 
be made known to more ftrangers; but 
the name of evening prayers brought 
with it a picafing fenfation: and this piou 
cxercife promifed to calm her mind, and 
bind her to her new hofts, by the focial 
lie of having together offered their peti- 
tions to Heaven* She went, therefore, 
with Cecile into the outer apartment, 
where Juftine made her a profound and \ 
refpeftful obei{ance;and the good Colom^ 
biere greeted her as his daughter. 

E 2 This 
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This venerable father kneeled down 
before a fmall table which was covered 
with a black cloth, to ferve as an alt^. 
On it were placed a crucifix, (yicj a wood- 
en image of Saint Nicholas. 

He rehearfed a few fhort prayers ^ theif 
triefnefs, and the fo!<?mn tone of iincer^ 
piety in which they were uttered, added 
.energy to devotion. 

The little family role from their knees, 
elevated by this e^^preflive office of reli« 
gion, and retired to their peaceful repof^j 
in that tranquil fecurity which facred ex- 
crcifes alone can beftow. 

Leofrida every day found reafon to be 
more and more pleafed with her new 
abode ^ and had not anxiety for the fate 
of her brother rankled deep in her tender 
breaft, the would have refigned herfelf tp 
as much of content as her deftitute litu- 
ation could allow s and dealing fometimes 

from 
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from the reftriftions impofed by female 
delicacy, medicate on the accomplilhed 
and too early loft Ofberne, in that fpp^ 
where he had once been. 

Cecile, with themoft confiderate affec- 
tion, tended the fair ftranger. Juftine 
took care every night, on his return 
ftom labour, to be laden with the nioft 
perfeft clufters he could feled from the 
•vine field, for her fupper : and flie found 
her apartment every morning adorned 
with fweet - fmelling herbs and wild 
-flowers, by the hand of the little Pepin. 

Juftine Was frequently difpatched to 
IVioflaix, to learn tidings of the contend^ 
iilg armies ; but he never returned withi 
more inforrhation, than that hoftilities 
were foon expedted to re-commence.- 
Leofrida, as (he heard his tidings, fighed 
heavily : the ftrange uncertainty of Sige- 
fert's fate pierced her heart with the 
keeneft apprehenfions. 

E 3 The 
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Tlie good Mortimer partook her anx- 
iety; he mufed continually on his beloved 
young mailer. The interefting conver- 
fation of the venerable Colombiere was 
his only refource from the tormenting 
agony of fufpenfe. Together thefe reve- 
rend companions would walk in the neat- 
garden, or fit In the porch of the door, 
relating warlike events, and the feats of 
their youth. 

Leofrida loved to liften to their oft- 
fold tales, and mingle her tears with theirs 
at tire vjots tlicy. had either witnefied op 
fuffered^ 

The health of the fair exile was in 
fome meafure reftored, by the pure air 
and the temperate* exercife (be ufed, in 
walking around the beautiful hill ; on the 
fununit of which the cottage was placed* 

On one fide, the ground extended for a 
confiderable way before it funk into the 

plain 
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plain below. This acclivity Juftine had 
formed into a kind of terrace. A folitary 
monntain-aOi rqfe at the end of this riillic- 
walk ; it was of uncommon tallnefs, and 
extended its feathery foliage in form of a» 
bower, beneath which was a rudely carved^, 
bench. Here Leofrida loved to. fit, gaz* 
ing on the rich extent of meadow-land 
peculiar to Bretagne. She loved from 
this fpot to watch the lights that at 
evenings appeared above the fummit of 
the foreft.. 

They were occafioned bf ffres, which? 
the knights-forefters made to drefs the 
food they procured in the day by hunting** 
The peafants in all the neighbouring cot- 
tages were alarmed at thefe nightly glim- 
merings ; and none ever ventured withio* 
tie precinfts of the foreft. The martial 
inhabitants of thefe (hades feldom extend- - 
ing their hunting expeditions beyond the 
limits of their wide domain, were not 
frequendy feea; and when they, were de- 
E. 4 fcried^ 
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fcried, they were beheld with horror and 
affright. A few ads of violence com- 
mitted by one or two of the party, though 
they were immediately chaftifed by the' 
reft, had increafed this terror ; and the 
foreft was an objeA of fear to the whole 
pcafaatry round. 

Leofrida's chief amiifement was tp fit- 
beneath her favourite tree. The image of 
Sigefert J ever prefent to her mind, filled 
her eyes with tears ; and as Ihe mufed on 
him, with penfive anxiety, ^e took a 
fmall knife from her pocket, and-'chipping 
a»/ay the rind from the bole of the tra?^ 
(be- formed on it a rude refemblance of 
his (bield. 

This trifling memorial was like aceno- 
taph, dedicated by fifterly affeftion; it' 
endeared the fpot ftill more to herfan^y, 
and (he vifited it more frequently. Here 
flie would fit and eat her frugal fupper of 
Hiillet cakes and grapes. 

' ' '. One 



THE ItHrOHTe. %f 

One evening as flie paffed* down the* 
turf terrace, bearing in her hand her fru- 
gal repaft, (he obferved the old Colom- 
biere, (landing by the tree gazing earneft- 
\y on the carved backler. She drew, 
nigh — he ftarted and turned towards her— ' 
tears were dropping from his eyes'. — To ^ 
.whom belongs this device, lady ? faid he. - 
May this queftion be anfwered ? 

Leofrida hefitated— (he looked on him 
with furprife. He gazed again on the"^ 
(hield, heaving a deep figh. 

' Knoweft thou this device ? cried die 
ei^rlyi It is the device of my beloved^^^.. 
my^feyered mafter, replied Culombiere; 
of the Britifli knight, the Baron de Claire. 
— Leofrida ftarted : (he gafped, as with a 
faltering lip, (he afked a confirmation of 
what he faid. 

Fifteen years ago, returned the vene- 
rable man, I engaged myfeif as ihield- 
£ 5 bearer 
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bearer to the Baron de Claire. He was 
then in Bretagne on a vifit to his fifter, 
the Countefs de Pontoife. I was old ; 
but fome unhappy circumftances induced 
me to quit my native land, and I accom- 
panied the Baron in the expedition of the 
crufade undertaken by the great mo- 
narchs, Louis the Seventh^ and the Em- 
peror Conrad the Third. 

I fought by the fide of this illuftrious 
Briton ; — 1 faw him fall ; he bequeathed 
his buckler, by my hands, to his only 
fon, then an infant. I was faithful to 
my truft ;— I bore the precious relic to 
Britain ; — I gave it to the care of the 
good Mortimer de Vefcie, and then fet 
forward on a long pilgrimage to perform a 
feverc vow. 

While Colornbiere was fpeaking, Leo* 
frida was agitated with various fenfations. 
The remembrance of her /ather infpired 
her with the tendered regret that filial 

afiedioa 
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afifeftion could experience. She regarded 
the reverend father with added veneration ; 
and was running to feek Mortimer and 
impart the difcovery, when he ftopt her>. 
by intreating to know how (he was inte- 
refted in the family de Claire. Leofrida 
fearing nothing from revealing herfelf to a- 
faithful attendant of her father, related 
w4th tears the unaccountable difappearance 
of her brother. 

Colombiere wept as he liftened. Andy 
with a refpeft at once fincere and ardent, 
^eeted the daughter of his beloved maf- 
ten — And has this poor cottage afforded 
thee a refuge, illuftrious lady ? criedi hci 
Now is it more glorious, in my eftimation, 
than the palace of princes ! 

Moitimer foon joined them ; and the 
mutiml congratulations between the good 
old men, drew frefti tears from. Leo- 
f£ida« 

s 6 Each 
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Each wondered that he had not rev 
colleded the features of the other; but 
the (hort time Colombiere remained at 
the caftle de Claire, being anxious to 
depart on his pilgrimage, together with 
the alteration in his drefs, from an armed 
warrior to a pilgrim, prevented the ledl 
refemblance being traced by Mortimer. 
He too was then decorated with the 
infignia of chamberlain of the caftle, 
and arrayed in a rich habit; now he 
was^habited as a poor pilgrim. 

Juftine and Cecile were fbon informed 
of the rank of their guefts ; not on ac- 
count of their high ftation, but becaufc. 
they belonged to the mafter whom Co- 
lombiere had ferved, the difinterefted 
peafant fought to (how them the moft 
confiderate refped. 

Leofrida, now deeply interefted in 
all that concerned, one who had accom- 
panied 



panied her father to the criifade, with a 
gentle unaffuming air, aiked whether the 
ftory of his fingular vow was a fecrei re- 
ferved qnly for his own breaft. 

To the daughter of the Baron de Claire- 
nothing could be denied. Colombiere figh- 
ed and requefted her to wait till the next 
evening, when her curiofity (hould be gra- 
tified. At the appointed hour (he repaired' 
to her feat beneath the mountain-aQi ; Mor- 
timer and Colombiere foon arriving, they 
placed themfelves on the fmooth cut turf,, 
and the old pilgrim thus began. 
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To, where no path the tracelefs defart fpreads^ 
With fandal'd foot, the patient Pilgrim treads» 
And hopes, thus exil'd to th* ungenial climes. 
His felfwfli^ted woes fliall ckanfe his crimes t 



MY father was a native of BretagnCi^ 
where I too was born. But impa- 
tient of the quiet life he inherited from 
his anceftors, and difliking the fatigues 
and dangers of war, he chofe the employ- 
ment of a merchant. His wife beings 
dead, I was the only tie that bourtd him 
to his native country; but as I was a boy 
of Ipirit and enterprize, he feared not ta 
take me with him, and thus early initiate 
^® in my deftined profeffion. Having 

dif^ 



THE KNIGHTS. 87^ 

<lifpofed of his little patrimony, he fet for- 
ward for Byzantium, where he propofed 
to purchafe a cargo of (ilks. 

I quitted Bretagne without regret,, and 
in a few years became fondly attached 'to 
my profeffion. Once in three years we re- 
turned to Bretagne with our merchandize^, 
which brought us in very confiderable 
profits. In one of thofe expeditions my 
tather died, happy that fortune had de- 
creed him to repofc his bones in die land 
where he firft drew breath. 

This event detained me longer than u* 
fual in Bretagne, where I r^arried an ami- 
able woman, the daughter of a refpeftable 
trader at Morlaix. , Wifliing to repofe a- 
while from the labour of travel, and hav- 
ing acquired by my induftry a confiderable 
competence, I purchafed this little cot- 
tage, and fondly thought of paflSng the 
remainder of my life in peace and retire- 
ment. But alasl the death of my wife in . 

a few 
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a few years difturbed my felicity, and 
prompted me again to afFume my profcf- 
fion of a merchant. With my little fon 
(thy father, Juftine) I fet forward for 
Byzanrium. Health, the reward of in- 
duftry recompenfed my labours, and in a 
few years 1 became a renowned merch- 
ant. 

The ambition of becoming from rich 
to opulv;?nt, now feized my heart. Not 
contented with the profits which my traffic 
in filks produced, I procured fpices from 
Arabia, oil of palms from Babylon, and 
determined to make a voyage to Alexan- 
dria, to purchafe the precious ftones 
brought thither by the commerce of the - 
Nile.. 

Alas! how often does the accompliffi*- 
itient of our wiflies lead in the end to^ 
wretchednefs and remorfe! Had I then 
returned to my native country, contented' 
with a plenteous fliare of wealth, nor- 

aiming 
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aiming atfplandid afflaence, I had perhaps 
avoided thofe crimes which the pride of 
rfches infpires, and Cyprian, my unhappy 
fon, had been the peaceful inheritor of 
my moderate wealth. 

The good Colombiere here paufed to 
wipe away an unbidden tear. Juftine too' 
wept, Haftily recovering bimfelf, tlie ve- 
nerable Father thus proceeded :— 

Fortune favoured my ambition beyond 
my mod fanguine expc<5tations. By find- 
ing- means to adminifter to the gfatific^^ 
tions of the luxurious Alexandrian, I ef- 
tablifhed my own affluence. The fpices I 
vended were more delicately flavoured ttian 
tliofeof the oth^r merchants, owing to thcJ 
Cfifre of the ilaves whom I difpatched ta 
Arabia for them. They were, by mf 
order, feleded from the choiceft kindsv* 
My aromatics and perfumes were of the 
moft e'xquifite fcent; and my fitks were- 
woven of the finefttcxture. 

By 
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By the favour of the Governor I pKV 
cured a fplendid houfeinthat part of the: 
fuburbs allotted for the Jews, Wealth, had 
elated my heart and changed its natural pix)^. 
penfities, I became proud, luxurious ase- 
the Egyptians themfelves ; and in the of- 
tcntatious grandeur of my houfe and per- 
fbnal appearance, I rivalled the grandees* 
of the city. Cool fountains of perfumed^ 
water played from> marble bafons in my 
apartments, tempering the fultry heats of 
the fummeps I repofed on fophas richly 
embroidered ^ trod on carpets of Babylon> 
and was watched as I flept by ikves who 
feared tlie glances of my eye. 

Luxury, tlic deadly foe to Induftry, had 
Bot yet fo^ far fubdued my aftivity, but 
that it was dill exerted at the call of am- 
biuon or of avarice. My fon> my too 
deferving Cyprian, felt not the ardour 
which had aniiiated my endeavours. He^ 
was moderate in his wiflies — ^he defired not 

the 
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^the profufion of luxuries which were now 
become neceflary to my exiftence. 

Views of felicity more rational, and 
more deferying the affeftion of the virtu- 
ous heart, engaged his regard. He was 
prudent, generous, and benevolent. He 
viewed with a figh the wretched fituation 
of the meaner Alexandrians? and his 
wealth was employed in afts of benefi- 
cence. I was not yet grown fufficiently 
obdurate to check a virtue to which I had 
no claim myfclf. A pang in fccret wouid 
often reproach me for not joining in his 
0oble deeds; but I, alas! was not my 
own mafter — I was the Have of ambition, 
luxury, and avarice. 

Not far diftant from my houfe was aa 
habitation belonging to the Captain of a 
fmall veflel, who gained a fcanty livelihood 
by conveying paflengcrs to and from the. 
ifland of Xanthus. He was old; andj 

nonft 
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none of his numerous tarnily remained i&> 
cheer his age but one lovely daughter 

A European of a (ufpicious appearance 
one day arrived at Alexandria. The 
watchful jealoufy of the Mamltke govern* 
ment foon demanded an explanation of his 
t bufinefs. He was difcovered to be a fpy y 
feized^ and convej'ed to, prifon. The 
veflel which brought him from Xanthuf 
was confifcated ; — it proved to be that of 
my indigent neighbour. The good old- 
man^ worn down by infirmities, could not 
iupport th^ misfbrtune-^he fickened and 
died; leaving his young and beautiful 
daughter at the n^ercy of the Pacha. My 
Cyprian,, ever heedful of the tale of woc,- 
flew to the houfe of the deceafed Captain.. 
He faw the charming infidel, whoie beauty 
was rendered flill mote intereftingr bv her 
diftrefs. Compaffion, with its warmeft 
fyraparhy, feized his generous heart, and 
foon gave way to a fofter gueft. He 
kxved, ardently loved the blooming Egyp- 
tian^ 
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tian, and dared qixe day to difclofe his 
fentiments to me. Rage and indignation 
for a while deprived me of utterance. He 
rtried every tender argument to induce me 
to confent to his efpoufing. the afflided 
idamfel, who was as diftinguilhed by her 
.virtues as her charms. 

- Though I lived on lerrhs of friendfliif) 
■with many of the Alexandrians, and was 
particularly favoured by the Pacha, 1 ftili 
<preferved all the inexorable fteadincfs of a 
Catholic.^ To fee my fon, my only heir, 
attached to an infidel, to a maid of low 
birth, irritated my religious zeal> and 
)younded my pride. - 

Cyprian fled affrighted from my prei^ 
fence. ' I faw him not: for feveral days; at 
length I heard that, he had fled with his 
lovely miftrefs to one of the Greek iflands, 
' where one of thofe priefts who remained 
wandering in the eaft after the firft crufade, 

: had 
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had united them with every facred fofm 
pra<?li{ed by the Catholic church. 

My fury at this intelligence cannot be 
defcribed* An infidel, an unbapti^d in- 
fidel had been thus allied to my family! I 
raved with all the phrenzy of uncontrouled 
rage. Unaccuftomed to thofe wholefome 
reftriftions which, before my heart be- 
came weakened, debafed by luxury and 
ambition, it was my delight as well as my 
duty to impofe on myfelf, I placed no 
bounds to the indignant impulfe. 

I denounced vengeance on the fon who 
had thus diflionoured me; and invoked 
imprecations on my own head if ever I re- 
lented. I renounced the unfortunate, the 
deferving Cyprian ; renounced him for 
ever, whofe only crimes were compaffion 
and love ! 

For a long time he tried not to afluag^ 
my. anger by Interceflion, hoping that it 

would 
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Would abate; but in vain. A throb of 
parental tendernefs frequently (hook my 
bofom ; but implacable refentment, of- 
fended pride, and the inftigations of pious 
zeal, as I falfely termed it, checked the 
tender admonition. 

While chcrifliing unjuft refentment, 
and inveterate deteftation of all who had 
not been bleft with the true faith, I term- 
ed myfelf (diflionour to the name) a 
Chriftian ! — (heltering my own obduracy 
beneath the mafk of Religion, whofe firft 
precept is Forgive. 

Cyprian, Ut length, with the moft du- 
teous affeftion fought to be reconciled to 
me ; but with inexorable fteadinefs I re- 
jefted all his intreaties. He fought to 
move me by letters, which through the 
interference of one of my flaves whom he 
had formerly attached to him by adts of 
gentlenefs and humanity, he conveyed to 
me. He extolled the merits of his wife ; 



96 THE KNIGHTS. 

her gratcRil affeflion for him; her patient 
refignation amid all the penury and diftrels 
to which they were reduced. Hedefcrib- 
ed his own fituation in terms that, while I 
recall them to memory, fting me with the 
keeneft remorfe. 

The ifland to which the wretched fogi* 
tives fled, is little more than one vaft and 
^jarren mountain, at the foot of whofc 
ileeps was a wretched town, ferving for a 
fort. The foil refufcs cultivation. ' No 
pulie, grain, or fruits ever tell to the mif- 
erable inhabitants what plenteous comforts 
the bountiful Creator has provided for 
man. A fcnnty olive plantation, and a few 
abftemious goats, who contentedly glean 
their penurious food l:xy patiently {cramb- 
•li^g among the peaks, are all their, wealth. 
Qne fpripg alone, of pure water is found 
in the whole illand. 

To this inhofpitabie wildernefs was my 
deferving fon and his amiable wife ,ba' 
' : nifhed^ 
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ftiiQied; while I, in fenfelefs luxury and 
eager purfuit of wealthy fought to lofe the 
Jittle remains of compund'ion that at timea 
•Aole acrofs my bofom. 

In all the profufe gratifications that af*- 
fluent fortune can beftow, I paifed tiiy 
hours, while the patient Gypfian fufFered 
all the ftings that want can inflidl; flings 
more feverely felt, as he had been accuC 
iomed to eafe and plenty, though not ta 
th^ excefles of life's comforts, which I 
prized fo highly; for the temperate virtue 
©f his heart fpurned fiach degrading lux- 
uries. 

Yes ! Tie patiently became a poor, la»- 
borious fiflierman, toiling in a rude IkifE 
along the rough billows, and with imre- 
mitting induftry feeking to enfnarc thofe 
very fifties which perhaps were afterwards 
brought to increafe the number of delica* 
cies that loaded my boards — while his re*^ 
iCgned wife pai took the common labour of 

VOL. II* ^ the 
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the women of the iflandi cHmbing with 
bleeding feet the ridges <of the mountain, 
to gain the fummit where the fpring was 
Xituated, ,and bearing on her (boulders the 
Jieavy pitcher. 

'Several years elapfed, and ftill I was in- 
exorable. How long (hall it be before 
man places his (irft, his nobleft glory in 
correding thofe properifities wliich, creep- 
ing by little and little into his heart, at 
length become his tyrants ? 

From entertaining a wifli for moderate 
wealth, I grew to be infatiable in my third 
^f, niches; J refifted not the dangerou3 
•Jncliriation ; the alUirements jof luxury 
enervated my fouU and I became a mon- 
fter, forgetful of the tendereft ties of na- 
ture, and ilruggling to fupprefs it's fecrec 
admonitions. I became what in the for- 
mer part of my life I fliould have (bud- 
^cred to contemplate ! 

The 
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The flavc, who had frequently ven- 
Jtured to intercede with me in favour of mjr 
^unhappy fon, one day approached me as I 
>lay reclined upon the fplendid carpets th^ 
^floored my apartments. With fearful and 
iieiitating tongue he dared again to appeal 
mo thofe feelings which foflen the parent'^ 
hcw; but alas! they flept torpid in 
:mine« 

He defcribed the fituation of Cyprian 
in the tendereft colours, informing mc 
<hat his wife had lately been feized with a 
•deadly diforder, and her wretched hufband 
wanted the means of providing for het 
. thofe comforts which iScknefs requires-^ 
.^hat he was conftrained to abridge tixox 
fcanty portion of fubfiftence which he 
could procure forhimfelf, to lengthen ouit 
the exiftence of one be ibonaly -and ten. 
>derly loved. 

I heard In fullen filence* My heart waj 

callous. J dared even te rejoice in the 

r a ^ idea 
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idea that the fair infidel, whom I regarded 
as the caufe of all my fon's misfonunes, 
would foon be no more. I entertained a 
iecret refolution of again receiving-him to 
my favour when he Ihould no longer be 
united to one of the faithlefs — one of the 
fcofFers of our religion, as I cruelly termed 
the gentle, the amiable Pagan. ' 

Injured Religion! — thou, who loved 
the virtues with equal regard, in whatever 
bofom they are found, pardon this offence 
againft thy glorious precepts!— But my 
heart was fteeled, not only to thy admor 
jnitions but to jhofe of nature^ 

I drove the flavefrom my prefence, 
denying the fmalleft pittance of my 
abundant fuperfluitiesrfto thofe I ought 
to have cheriflied with the fondefl care. 
And while I repofed on carpets of gorgeous 
texture; while cenfors of the coftlieft per- 
fumes burnt before me, and waters fcented 
with delicious aromatics played above my 

head 
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head with cooling refreftitnent ;* while the 
flavour of the moft dainty viands ftill 
tingled on my palate, and the wines of 
Greece dill fumed in my head, I bore 
with inflexible indifference the mention of 
fuffering merit — of ficknefs whofe beating 
throbs were (harpened by want, and the 
agony of beholding beloved objedls reduc-- 
cd^ to the fevereft woes. 
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Ah ! little think the gay^, Ikentious proudi. 
Whom pleafure,. pow'i", and affluence fiirround^^i/ 
They who their thoughtlefs hours in giddy mirtik 
And wanton, often crutl riot,.wafte, 
How many feel,, this very roomeiity. death^ 
And all the fad variety of pain! 

I ..I \low many drink the cugi 

Of batefiil grief, or eat the bitter bread: 
Qf mifery! 

How many fhrink into the fordid hut 
Of cheerlefs poverty! 

Thoh<ok». 



SEVERAL weeks elapfed and T receive- 
^ ed no more applications from my- 
wretched fon. Still obdurate, I ftifled the 
fecret whifpering of paternal aifeftion, 
hoping, that. when the objedt which hadoc- 

oafionedu 
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cafioned the misfortunes I regarded with 
anger inftcad of pity, was- no more, Cy- 
prian would return to his duty.< 

In the luxuries to which I devoted my-~ 
felf, 1 loft not my thirll: for that wealth 
which fupplied them. 1 purfued withunji 
remitted diligence every branch of that 
valuable commerce which had thus enrich- 
ed me; and every day L became more: 
wealthy. 

Being a favourite with the Pacha, whole 
good-will 1 conciliated by magnificent prc^ 
fents, I obtained permiffion to purchafe a: 
fmall dwelling in^ the enchanting neigh- 
bourhood of Damiettai This abode, 
with every art ami 'Coftlyfplendor, I form- 
ed into a delightful retreat, whither I often 
withdrew to feek Ihelter from the burning 
fervours of Egyptian Ikies,.. 

One day having received unwelcome 

tidings of the lofs of a cargo of fpices by 

F.4, the- 
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the attack of Arabs upon the caravan, as 
it was croffing the defart from the interior- 
of Arabia, I retired in a fuUen mood ta> 
this delightful retreat* 

But here I found not,, as I had vainly 
wiihed, a remedy for my vexation. The- 
afiemblageof profufe enjoyments that fur- 
rounded me, foiled to lull the imtation of 
my mind, Alas ! I had no fweet confola*- 
tion fpringing from within the foul — no- 
kind afTedion to cheer me. 

. I repofed in arbours of paFm-trees im- 
penetrable to the rays of the fun ; foun- 
tains of fcented waters fprinkled their aro- 
matic fpray around me; and fliTubs, whofe 
bloffoms feemed to fend forth their odourr 
ia rivalry to the extraded fweets that 
breathed from my perfumed garments,, 
over-bowered me. Yet ftilt was^ I wretch- 
ed — Difcontemed with myfelf, every thing 
I beheld or tafled was unpleafing and in- 
fipidi^ The delicious fruits had.no tafle,, 

yet 
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yet I devoured them in larger quantities 
than ufual, wiflbing to force myfelf to en- 
joy them. The exquifitely cool flavour of 
the cucumbers and the water-melons failed 
to alleviate the heat that fcorched my 
tongue, for the irritation of my mind dif- 
fufcd a feverifti feeling over my whole* 
frame. 

Wearied of the luxuries, the delights, 
f6r fuch would they have been to a foul at 
peace with itfelf, I quitted Damietta with-' 
out my flaves^ and rambled penfive and 
fuHen towards, the city, , : 

. It was yet fukry,^ though' the evening 
was not far diftant; but I was perturbed 

.and uneafy; alike reftiefs and impatient 
l>eneath the thick (hades of over-arching 
grpves, and when treading, the parched 

' unprotected ground. 

. I ftill walked on, and at every ftep be- 
came . more and : more difhirbed. The 
: , F 5 mer- 



merchandize I bad loft was of great value^% 
it was alfb the firft lofs I bad ever fuflain*- 
cd. I gazed on the light minnerets of the - 
city as thejr rofc fuU before me, and fe- 
eretly wiflied I had never feexi them* 
Wearied at length with this bodily exer-- 
eife, to which I was unaccuftomed, and^ 
ftill more fatigued in mind, I took (belter 
Beneath a fmall clufter of almond treesj; 
where I threw myfelf on the ground, and 
fell into a (hort- (lumber. Notwithftand- 
ing the agitation of iny mind, this ileep> 
was fweeter than any I had experienced 5 
for a long time -^ it was purchaled by ex-* 
crcife, 

I foon awoKe, aad haftened towards the? 
city. I walked penfively forward y ev«i- 
ing approached f- and. the cool breeze*: 
blowing refrefhingly on me, fomewhat- 
reftored my ruffled temper to tranquil- 
lity. 

I had now pafled the ftraggling fiiburbs^ 
andwainearthe gates;. I was going to 

pa& 



TMFKWOHTf. lOf 

pafs through them, when turning my eyes > 
round with unmeaning indifference, I be* 
held a figure fitting at ibme diflance be- 
neath a large .fcniitrefs of the wall, upon r 
fomething of a Jarge fize, but what I could 
not, through the duik, diftindly difcern. . 
It bore no refemblance to the trunk of a . 
tree, a bank, or anything elfe which* 
might probably have been iifed as a refl*- 
ing-place for the weary limbs of fome fa-- 
tigued wretch. 

My late difappointments having fdme- 
what detached my thoughts from my own? 
concerns, I drew nearer' to the fpot that^ 
thus engaged my regard* . Even I, obdu- 
rate as I was, could not perceive, without? 
fliuddering, . the lean ghaftly form that^* 
fitting upon the. extended body of a dead 
camel, llafhed off a ilice from the putri4 
ilefh, and devoured it with the reluftant: 
greedinefs of voracious famine* 
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I gazed in aftoniftied ftupor. — Remorfc 
fliot acrofs my foul. The delicacies, the 
profufe luxuries I had jufl quitted witb 
taftelefs averfion — ^the dainties 1 bad de- 
voured with peevifh difguft, ftcod oppofed: 
to the putrid morfel which the fellow-be- 
ing before m£ fwallowed, with avidity. 

Thus did an unexpefted occurrence, an; 
incident entirely accidental,, difcover^me' 
to myfelf, I fhrunk from the fight as if I^ 
had regarded an hideous monfter. 

Still I gazed on the dreadful objeft be-^ 
fore me, by whom I was unobfervedv He 
had devoured the naufeous morfel, and 
bis funken vacant eye was fixed with a 
f rightful fta're on a child, who, not fat;, 
diftant, was. preffing between his fkinn)g^ 
lips the hufk of a water-radon. I ad- 
vanced towards the boy; 1 fpoke to him^. 
but affrighted at my appearance, for I was. 
arrayed in the moft coftly drefs of the 
Egyptians, he fled from me, and couched 

behind 
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behind the carcafe of the came!.. I foU 
Ibwed. — The. elder of thefe viftims to 
want, caft an agitated glance on the boy; 
and then, for tlic firfl time, turned his 
eye on me. Attending folely to the;child, 
I did not regard this. In a fofter voice 
than I had for a long time been accuf- 
lomed to ufe, I tried to allure him from 
his hiding-place. Stretching^out mj' hand, 
I prefcnted to hioi a gold byfant. His 
eye was caught, by: the ftrange fight— he 
ilided fearfully from behimi the camel, ap- 
proached me, extended his little hand, . 
and fnatching from mine the alluring coin, . 
bounded rapidly away, following his 
wretched parent, who, on the firil fight o£ 
me, had retreated to fome diftance. 

I purfued them, calling to them in a 
gentle tone to flop. The elder obeyed — 
He turned -towards rr- . with a fteady air— ► 
I advanced — and o izing full on his hag- 
gard countenance, beheld my own fon,my 
deferted Cyprian! Horror arrefted. my 

fteps 
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fteps— I ftarted back involuntarily, and 
as inftantly returning, with a frantic emo- 
tion, clafped to my bread the fliadow of 
the once blooming, the. once gay Cy- 
prian.! . 

He was affeAcd by tlie fpafms of rc^ 
morfe that conviilfed my frame, A look-, 
of the moft benign forgivenefs beamed on< 
his lean countenance— he returned my em- 
brace, and pointed to the child^ who, . en- 
couraged by the confidence his father^ 
Ihewed towards me^ had crept to my fide. 
L turned — I fnatched the little wretch to 
my bread — It was thee, Judine! The 
Pilgrim here paufed a while : the furrows 
of his venerable cheek were filled with^ 
tears. Judine fobbed aloud. . 

For a few minutes, proceeded the rever- 
end Colpmbiere, I could not fpeak At 
length, in a voice that faltered withappre- 
henfion (for I was now become human— 
I: felt the fweet commiferation, the tender 

- fympathies 
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ijwnpathies that diftinguifti the heart of 
man) I enquired after that iH.fated wo- 
man whom 1 had hitherto unjuftly regard- 
ed as the caufe of my fon's wretched nefs,. 
and whofe death I had even fccretly wiftied. 
Cyprian 4 anfwered not;, but a fob that burft 
from his heart told me the truth— ^that 
mnh which a few hours before I ChouldA 
Have heard with delight, was now to my 
foul a fignal for the kecneft' remorfe. h 
confidered . myfelf as the murderer of an 
innocent, an amiable female, whofe mis- 
fortunes, by favouring the worthy afFec- 
tion of myf6n, I might have alleviated,. 
Bave converted into felicity. 

The little Juftine, anfwering for his- 
fether, haftily cried, " My mother has> 
been dead many weeks ; (lie fell from the 
mountain. with a pitcher on her head, and 
was fick^ very j[ick indeed;, and we had. 
nothing to give her; not one drop to 
moiften her dry lips. O ! if I could have 
carried her this T' addeQ b^ looking on 

the 
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die melon-hufk which he held fliU ifi 
his h^nd, and burfting into tears. 

The words of the child, pronounced 
with all the innocence of filial affedion, 
were fcorpions to my heart. An agoniz-. 
ing phrenzy feized me. The luxuries in 
which I had rioted, feemed like appalling, 
witnefles to (land in array, and ftigmatizc 
^ me as a murderer. 

Cyprian, who feemed reduced by exceft 
of fufFering to a ftate of calm mifery, 
looked on the.child while he was fpeaking^ 
with an air of fteady refignation ;. yet a^ 
he looked, a filent tear wetted his pallid ■ 
face. . 

The foft emotions of paternal afFcftion ; . 
tliofe emotions which I had bafely flified, 
now fwelfled my heart, and mingled with 
the agonies of remorfe. 1 hat fon whom 
I had fo cruelly injured ; whofe peace Ihad 
deftroyed, obferved the tortures! fuffered 

with 
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with generous concern. The noble foN 
givenefs which his countenance befpoke 
added to my pangs, as it told me whom I 
Bad fo barbaroufly treated— one whofe 
virtues were not the refult of accident, 
but of tlie fettled goodnefs of an exalted: 
mind. 

I carried my unfortunate children to my 
home. I caufed a table to l)e fpread^ 
The little Juftine greedily devoured the- 
fruits that were fet before him, while Cy- 
prian fparingly tafted the choice, morfek. 
which I (elefted for him. I obferved that 
they were watered by his tears; and the 
look of refpeft which he endeavoured ge- 
neroufly to foften into filial' affeftion, 
ftruck cold upon my heart with piercing; 
reproof, as if it faid, Cruel Parent, thou, 
haft relented too late ! 

When fomewhat refredied by th« tem- 
perate repaft he fwalkwed, Cyprian, mak- 
ing. 
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ing an cflbrt to appear cheerful, cocgrsiu- 
latcd bimfelf oa once more being rettoicd. 
CO receive my blefliog, before, fiud he, I 
go to rgoin — He hallily corre«Sod him-^ 

fclf, and ftoppcd. 

The implication wa^ more than I could 
bear. I fled from the remembrance of 
the fair unfortunate whom 1 had, in my 
own cftimation, deftroyed by my barba- 
myi ami in a confufed voice, as if afraid 
to hear what I wifbed to know,. I enquired; 
by what means my unhappy fon had been 
reduc^ .1 to iht extreme of famine which I 
liud witncfled. More from the fimple 
pnvtilc of the little Juftine than the reply 
of hU fkthor, 1 learned that Cyprian, after 
thoUcftth of I as beloved wife,, found him* 
lUf itpurvlcd by the iflanders with a jealous 
•yo* Tl^cy were difplcafcd that any por- 
t lion i)f the fianty traffic by which they* 
|[ hMt\\ luftuinc^d their wretched exiftence, 
^' (hovUd be ulurped by a ftranger :. he was> 
Qblii^Cii to fly, and after endeavouring in : 

vain^ 
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Tidin to procure afliftance from the Euro- 
pean merchants, with whom he had for- 
mcrJy lived on the moft friendly terms^ 
but who were now afraid of countenancing 
a deferred fon- who had united himfelf to 
an infide^ he was, by a ferics of adverfi. 
ties, of which he Ipared me the detail, re- 
duced to that excels of want, the fight of 
which recalled me to afenfe of my duty*. 

After fome days my unfortunate fon re» 
oovered ailtghtfpecies.of refignation^ he 
generoufly endeavoured to diffipate the re* 
morfe that preyed uponme^ but.with little 
fuccefs. 

My weakhj hitherto fo unworthily cm- 
ployed, was become hateful to me; butt 
had not long a profufion of riches to re--^ 
proach mc with my crimes,, Heavea 
feemed defirous completely to reform me^ 
Several of my vefTels, ladfen with valuable 
cargoes of filks^ were wrecked, in their 
^afTagc from Byfantium.. Some calkets oft 

ggmsi 
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gems and fpicesfrom Babylon, at the fame 
time were loft through the villany of a 
Have, who artfully contrived to Ileal them. 

Thus by a rapid advance of ill fortune 
I became only moderately wealthy; but L 
had enough. I prized riches only as they 
might afiift me in repairing the injuries I 
had done to my fon^ and he cared- not for 
wealth.. 

Unhappy in a fcene which conftantly 
recalled to my mind the crimes into which? 
I had fallen, through habits of ambition 
and luxury, I refolved to quit Alexandria* 
and retire to my native land. Cyprian- 
heard my determination with regret^ wi(h- 
ing ftill to remain not diftant from the* 
fpot that held the bones of her whom he* 
bad loved with fo faithful an affedlion, and: 
whom he ftill fo tenderly lamented. 

On fettling accounts witha Greek ilavc,- 
who for hisreadinefs and diligence in pro- 
viding;. 
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•vlding for me every anicL' of luxury, I 
had exalted to the rink of my Howard, 
I found that my expenditure had been fo 
great, as, togetlier with my late loffes, to 
leave me little more oi property than my 
houfe and its magnificent furniture. This 
I difpofed of to great difadvantage; thofe 
to whom J fold it being pleafe\:l with an 
opportunity of defrauding a Chriflian. 

With the fmall remains of that wealth 
which had only involved me in crimes and 
Auisfortunes, I quitted the renowned mart 
in which I had acquired it. We embark- 
ed in a veffel bound to a pore in Pro- 
vence. Pleafed to quit the fcene of my 
follies, 1 gazed on the.vaft femi-circle of 
the fplendid city, as it funk leffening on 
the border of the waves, with an eye filled 
with tears of painful regret. I beheld in 
imagination my own proud magnificence 
decreafing like the tops of the rich build- 
ings before me. Still, as the flcnder mi- 
narets too dropped infenfibly beneath the 

waters. 
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waters, and the tall pillar of Alexander 
Sevcrus, was all that remained vilible of 
the haughty Alexandria. I traced the 
refcmblance. That confpicuous point at 
length became only a dim fpeck in the 
mifty diftancc. It too vaniftied— and the 
mighty city was hid from my view. Hea- 
vily I fighed, and wiflied I had never 
{ctn it. 

We arrived in Bretagne, and fought 
this tittle cottage; but Heaven feemed re- 
folved to puniQi my crimes — the vefl'el in 
which were the remains of my fortune, 
which I could not coUcdl foon enough to 
bring with me, was wrecked; and I was 
reduced from undeferved affluence to 
poverty* 

Cyprian regarded this event with indif- 
ference. He loved the Labours as well as 
charms of rural life. The poverty be had 
fliared with her whom he fo fincerely 
loved, he wiflied ftiU to experience. To 

me 
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tne want and indigence were more wel- 
come than riches. But in no ftate could 
I find repofe ; my heart was pierced with 
crimes, the remembrance of which warred 
with tranquillity. The placid forgivenefe 
of my fon only aggravated my remorfe. 

At this period Conrad and Louis were 
about tofet forward on their glorious ex- 
pedition over-land to Syria. 1 refolved to 
join the confederates^ and thus lofe, if 
poffible, in the hurry of a martial life, 
thofe keen regrets which rendered my ex* 
iftence at times almoft infupportable. 

I engaged myfelf as (hield-bearer to 
the Baron de Claire, a Britilh Knight, and 
quitted this cottage in fecret* Beneath 
^he banners of Conrad we fought glori- 
^ufly. In the defperate adtion on the 
banks of the Meander, fell my brave 
rafter. 



Here 
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Here the Pilgrim (lopped, and waited 
in the moft rcfpeftful filence till the tears 
of duty were diffipated from the eyes of. '^ 
Leofrida. 

After I liad delivered the buckler com-- 
mitted to my care, into the hands of the 
good Mortimer, with which circum^ancc 
you are all acquainted, I returned not to 
my family. In the paflage of our army 
acrofs the defarts* of Paleftine, we had 
been reduced to extreme neceflity tlirough 
the difficulty of procuring forage. One ^ 
day as I lifted to my mouth the allotted 
morfel of a goat which had been fhared 
by no lefs than one hundred foldiers, the 
naufeous pittance which I had feen my/ 
wretched fon devour beneath the walls of 
Alexandria, ruChed forcibly to xny recol- 
lednon. .; 

The punifhment I had toojuftly de- 
iferved, feemed novv fulfilling^ yet it was 
too lerient for my crime. I formed i 

folemn 
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Tolemn Vow to make a pilgrimage to the 
tfland where the wife of my unhappy fon 
liad been facrificed, when the expedition 
df the crufade (hould be over. 

I now hafte^ned to perforrti my vow. In 

it was included a felf-impofed requifitioft 

«^f the moft fevere abftinence. I folemnly 

'^abjured the eating of any krnd of food bu& 

fuch herbs or wild fruits as I fliould acci- 

•dentally meet with iti my way, for tliet 

ITpace of fifteen years. Tliis I havfe rigid^ 

performed. I have fufFered with uni-e* 

■mitting-patience the tortures of hunger iin3l 

\hirft. I haveifupplicated the forgivenefi 

of Heaven, kneeling over the grave c§? 

her whom I barbaroufly devoted to famifffe 

^and death. 

But ah ! can felf-rnfliAed cbalHfement 
ward the anger of the righteous God ? ic 
may, it is- true, fomewhat confole the 
agonies of remorfe, by teftifyin^ rhe fixit^ 
<:erity of contrition. But O^ my cliild- 

VOL. !!• • rtn, 
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ren, added the venerable Pilgrim, wliKe 
tears trickled down his funken cheeks, be 
your lives uniformly correft ! Guard a- 
gainft the firft inroads of any deftru6Hve 
propensity. Let a temperate moderation 
be the firft rule of your adions; fo (hall 
you never know the agonies of -remorfc — 
never fly for refuge againft the feveie 
juftice of the human heart to felf-impofed 
punifhment — never try to avoid the aveng- 
ing ftroke of almighty 'retribution by 
feeble expiation-. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 



-Why wears thy brow 



This dark myfterious afpe£t ? — Why fo deep 
Trom thy rack'd bofom burfls the painful figli, 
As it woHld tell, within that barr'd itaceft, 
What fatal fccret lurks ? 

THE pilgrim had fcarcely ended ^is 
ftoryj and the tears of fympathy 
and commiferation were not yet wiped 
from the eyes of his auditors, when LeQr 
frida, cafling an accidental glance on the 
-meadows below, defcried a knight fwiftFy 
advancing on hbrfeback. The whole 
party turned their looks on this tmexpe(^- 
ed objeft, for he advanced towards the 
cottage. The peafants were planned al 
the fight of the warrior; and Leofrida in 
trembling expedtation awaited his arrival. 
A thoufand furmifcs darted acrofs her 
-c 2 ini*t. 
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imagination : (he fancied at firft, that he 
V was a herald difpatched by the generous 
'Marefchal, to bear to her fome tidings of 

her brother ; but how cOuld the Maref- 
^chal know the place of her retreat ?-— 

While fhe thus mqfed, the knight alighted 

at the foot of the green fteps. 

His armour was entirely unknown to 
her ; he wore no device that denoted him 
a Briton. The old pilgrim hafted to greet 
'him, and demand his bufinefs. He re- 
turned a (hort anfwer, refufing to unclofe 
his vizor. H^ afcended the fteps, and 
looking towards the aflien bower, haftened 
*down the turf walk. Leofrida retreated 
.as he advanced, furprifed at this intrufion 
from a ftranger. He purfued her, and 
.catching the border of her veft, arrefted 
Jier flight.— Leofrida ! exclaimed the voice 
of Sigeferr. She trembled and bounded 
from him. He Jet down his vizor; and, 
as fvvifcly as flie had retreated, flie fprung 
towards him. Surprife and joy threatened 

•to 



td oppr^fs her fenfes ; but (he was now 
accuftomed to agitation, and ftruggled to 
fupport it. She gazed eagerly on tho 
countenance of her long loft brother, .ta 
be aflured that it was indeed himfclf, 

But as fhc gazed, (he remarked, witli 
horror, an expreffion of diftrefs aojcV- 
alinoft dcfpair pictured in his features. . 
* * 

He ftood in deep muiing, r^rdlefs of 
the greetings of the joyful Mortimer, o> 
the welcome of his enraptured (ifter. Why 
this dejcdion (exclaimed the latter) my 
beloved, my long loft brother? And 
where are thy wonted arms? Where ja 
thy furcoat, the device of thy family ?— 
Sigefert turned away in (ilent angui(h : 
then ftruggling for utterance, — I come, 
Leofri^a, cried he, to bid thee a long,, 
.perhaps a laft adieu. When thou be- 
holdeft thy brother s^ain, thou (halt noi 
fee, as thou doft now, a wretch ^over- 
whelmed with di(honour and (elf-re* 
G 3 prodch* 
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proach. — Startled by thefe words, andf 
the manner in which they were pro^ 
nounced, Leofrida gazed on him with a 
look of the tendered anxiety. She in- 
treated to be made the partner of his 
gnefs j but inrreated in vain. He pre- 
ierved an obftinate lilence. The^ name of 
Qfberae quivered on her fip— -flie half- 
uttered it. Sig^fert caught the found and 
flniddered; his countenance inftantly 
changed : horror and agony were marked 
in cY,ery feature.-.— Firft of noble friends I 
(exclaimed he) facrificcd-n He flopped 
fliort, and walked away to fome diftance. 
Leofrida and Mortimer followed'; they 
brought hiq;i into the cottage, and tears 
were, for fome time, the only language 
pfed. The young Baron at length ftarted- 
up, and giving to Cecile >a fmall caiket, 
— Confole my unhappy fifter, faid her 
guard and proted iier ; let this cottage, 
be her facred afylum. Then recommend- 
ing her in the fame earneft manner to 
Colombiere and Juftine, ^ he kiffed the 

border^ 
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border of her pilgrim^s habit, and clafp- 
ing Mortimer's hand, hurried out of the 
cottage. The diftrafted Leofrida ran to- 
detain him ; but he defcended the turf- 
fteps, mounted his ftced, and (hot acrofs 
the pl^n with tb« rapidity of an arrow. 

Mortimer, faft as his aged feet would 
carry him, flew to ftay the flight of hi»- 
young mafter, Juftine,' with nimbler 
paccji joined in the purfuit, but in vain. 

Leofrida's diftraded cries only availed 
to redouble the (peed of her wretched 
brother; who was foon put of her fight. 
It was long before fhe could be perfuaded 
to return to the cottage. She flood gaz- 
ing on the ground with a frantic look- 
Cecile at length brought her back to thft 
cottage. 

As fhe entered the outer apartment, ^.e 

funk upon a feat,, in a flate approaching 

G 4 to 
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to infenSbility. The unexp&ded appisar* 
ance of her long loft Sigefert; his ftrangfe 
diftrefs and perplexity; his myfterious 
expreffions, dwelt on her fancy as the 
wild images left by. fome tenific dreanK 
Whtfn clearer perception returned, the 
.certainty that her brother lived, fcarcelyr^ 
cornpenfatal the agony it broirght with itj^. 
in tlie knowledge tliat be was unhappy^ 

Cecile, though more difinterefted thai^ 
^ poor peafant might be expected to be, 
could not forbear opening the caiket 
given her by the young Baron. It con* 
rained an hundred marks : (he looked oo. 
this vaft treafure with wonder, but ex* 
prefled no immoderate joy. As fhe turned, 
theni out on the table, a folded paper was 
perceived at the bottom of th6 cafket : 
fhe g-ave it to Leofrida, who opened 1% 
with eagernefs ; and haftily retiring to het 
little apartment, read thefe words, writtea. 
by thi? hand of the faithful Sybilla : 

." Rejoice^ 
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**" Rgoice, my beloved friend, that ' yoxir ' 
gallant brother ftill lives : he is come to- 
bid adieu (ah ! fajal word) to my father. 
.'His generous foul fcorns vulgar preju- 
dices;, and he forgets that the Ck)unt is 
his foe; remembering him only as the re-- , 
fetion of his mother. Would to Heaven ; 
his liberal courtefy liad been repaid as it • 
©ught to have been ! 

" I have feen him but for a few mi-* 
nutes. He knew you were in Bretagne^ . 
but knew not of the death of the goo4 
Lady Editha, not whither y6u fled when 
you. left the chateau. The Count is irri- 
tatal even to fury at your flight, and Clo- 
vis is frantic. Thank Heaven the latter is 
now from home, and Sigefcrt will not fee., 
him. 

** Your brother is now with the Count. . 
t feize the opportunity of fattening this 
letter,, with a bodkin, to the lining of his 
e ^ fhield, . 



tyy THE KNIGHTS* 

ftield, which Hands in the great hall; 
addreffing it for you, at the cottage of 
Juftine the vine-drefler,. near the foreft o£ 
Guirche. 

^* This will inform him where to find' 
you. I am grateful, my dear friend, that 
you trufted me with the place of your 
retreat, though I weep that the chateau 
could no longer be your afylum ; — that I 
could no longer confole you ; — no longer 
mingle my tears with yours. I tremble 
for the filte of my little ftratagem ; but 
furely none will dare to touch the fhield of 
a ftranger. I (hall watch on the top of 
the caftern tower for Sigefert's departure; 
and if he takes the direftion to the foreft 
of Guirche, I fhall be, affured that he 
has found my letter. 

*^ Adieu, my beloved Leofrida.— 
Though your perfecuiors (cruel term) be 

my. 
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my &ther, my brother, your friend IhaU 
never betray you. 

Sybilla de Pontoise/* 

Generous unexampled friend ! exclaim- 
ed Leofrida, watering the paper With her 
tears. She perufed, and re-perufed it. 
Unnumbered furmifes concerning Sige- 
fert; unnumbered fears, left the amiable 
Sybilla (hould/ fufFer for her friendfliip, 
agitated her bofom. It is not thea 
enough, cried fhe, that I alone muft be 
wrbrched, I muft involve in perplexity 
thofe I moft'loveJ 

The Count and Glovis were her per- 
fecutor§;; Sigefert had bid her a long, 
perhaps a laft farewell; SybiUa, for her 
fake, would probably be ill-treated -, and. 
Ofberne— — 

She broke iKort the thread. of tliefa 
' G 6 reflec- 



refleftion$ : they were too agonizing.***- 
Mull I now^ " Subdue and Triumph," * 
thought (he. She took out the flip of 
velvet ;— it was bathed in her tears. 

Gecile beheld with the trueft regret 
the dejedion of her fair gueft. The 
faithful Mortimer and the good Colom- 
biere endeavoured, by wife reafoning, to-^- 
infpire her with refignation. She was 
afhamed to bow beneath, her forrows*. 
^nd ftrugglcd for tranquillity. . 

But every flight comfort that had '^ 
before cheered her, now loft its relifh;.^ 
each was cold, taftelefs, and irkfome. — . 
She no more loved to fit beneath the- 
iat)untain-a(h ;. — no more felt a tear of 
liiinglcd grief and fweet remembrance 
trickle from her eye when the image 
of the brave Ofbeme piftured itfelf on 
her fancy. She ftarted" from it with 
korror j. for Sigefert's cxpreffion was eve» 

in 



in her mind:— " Firft, nobleft of friends,' • 
fecrificed !' —Sacrific ed to what ? — All 
was darjcnefs, myftcry, and woe. 

Several days wer^ paffed by Leofridar >, 
id this, (late of . anguilh. The dying .^ 
words, the example of the Lady Editba, ^ 
at length rulhed to her recoUedion :— 

^* When the mind fickens ;— when the 
effort to be refigned is painful, and per- -. 
formed from a deep fenfe of duty, then . 
to preferve an equal fortitude, is true 
merit.'* 

I will try to pi'efcrve it,: cried the - 
dbpreffed Leofrida, 

She kept her refolution* For fbme . • 
time (he \yas patient; while that fame ^ 
patience feemed infipid, and afforded no . 
alleviation to- her languid fpirits. But 
flie had not pradillbd the me^ital exer- . 

jioa . 
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tion long, before her mind acquired 
fbme degree of elafticity; and that fe« 
renity which is the invariable reward of 
fteadinefs in fufFering, repaid her en- 
deavours with die calm, the exalted con^ 
folations attendant on piety and confcioust. 
merit. 



CHAP. 



1 135 X 



CHAP. xxr. 



Not Icfs brave, 

Nor to his friend Icis faithful is Berino ; 
But, temper*d mild, his equal virtues fliine. 
With Readier light, nor lully their fair £ame 
With deeds of indifcFetion. 

Langhorns^, 



OSBERNE, when he quitted the cha- 
teau Pontoife, hailed to join the- 
Marefchal, and confuk with him on the. 
beft means of refcuing his friend from the 
hands of the enemy. 

He foon arrived at the fpot where he- 
believed tUe Britifh troops were en- 
temped. 

Tq 



To his great mortificatioh, he founcT 
they had removed their tents. He could 
eafily affign for the reafon, that they had 
either found the poft inconvenient, ok 
had been furprifed by fome ambufh Of 
the enemy ; and the Earl was conftrained^ 
through motives of prudence, to encamp- ». 
in a more fecure place. 

Unwilling to take meafures without the* . 
cosncurrence of one nearly as much imc* 
refted as himfelf in the fate of Sigefert, 
he wandered a long time in fearch of |iic . 
Britifh forces. 

Impatient of this long delay, and hcar^ - 
ing no tidings of the Marefchal, he took \ 
the road to Rennes, whither he fuppofed . 
Sigefert would foon be conveyed by the^ c 
foreflers of Guirche, 

Poflefled only by the idea of hi§ friend /. 
in bonds, he difregarded the danger that" 
threatened . him^felf, wandering in the 

cou4itry- ■ 
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"Countty of an enemy, accompanied only 
'by a youth unaccuftomed to -wan Couf- 
'tefy, it was true, would defend him from 
'open moleftation ; but. much was ftill to - 
be dreaded from the private malke of the 
puke's* adherents, who regarded the allies 
of the Barons with the ikr<:eil ^bhor^ . 
jrence. 

As he drew near the city, he deter- 
•Biined to^ enter the Duke's palace alone, 
leaving Conftantine, to await his return, 
m a thicket not f^r remote from a !GB»a& 

He proceeded alone along the beautify! 
banks of the river Lille, loft in a thou- 
fimd painful anxieties. _ How to gain ad- 
inittance into the Duke's palace was a 
matter of niuch difficulty; to gain the in^- 
telligence he fought rtfpefting his friend, 
Was a ftill more arduous taflc. He conti- 
Tjuedhis route, following the windings of 
ihe river. Evening came on. A hazy 

mift 
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naifl: arofe from the furface of the ftream>, 
and guided his way, when he could no long- 
er difcern the glittering water through the 
foliage that bowerod its borders. The 
fpires and turrets of the city were yet? 
plainly diftinguifhable ; but before he ar- 
rived at it the gates were ftiut,. and the. 
centinels had begun their nighdy watch, 
on the walls. It was in vain to demand 
,admittance without the paflport of fome^ 
embafly. Ofberne was grieved; but his* 
mind was too confiderate to repine at a 
ciKrumftancc merely accidental, thoughi 
every moment's delay gave an added pang^ 
to his anxiety^ 

He fat down by the fide of the city -»» 
gates, refolved to await their opening in 
the morning; for to return to Conftan-^ 
tine would deftroy much time. The 
fcene] around was awful and gloomy^ 
tlie darknefs of the night, the watch- 
words of the centinels pronounced in a 
Colemn, tone>^ as they paced the ramparts.; 

the. 



the gleams of torches through the loop- 
laoles of the turrets that formed the 
•angles of the walls; the tolling of the 
cicy bells, all confpired to imprefs the 
mind with penfive ideas. Ofberne paflfed 
the night in meditating on Sigefert. iW: 
length he beheld with tranfport, the red. 
glow of the dawn dealing over the eaftera 
Iky. He heard the mafly bolts of th#. 
gates undrawn ;r^he faw the peafants ,ad-> 
vancing to the city, laden, with balkets pfi 
vegetables ; — he joined in- their group,^ 
and entered the gates. With much dif- 
ficulty, for he feared, to. enquire the.way> 
left he (hould incur fufpicion, he found 
his road to the Duke's palace; but how 
to gain the intelligence he fought, per- 
plexed him. He walked backward and 
forward before the front of the building, 
wiftiing to enter into difcourfe with the 
guards, who were pacing the colonade.: 
but their ftern afpeft, and the menacing 
air with which they bore their pikes, de- 
terred him. Looking round, he per^ 

cejved 
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Chived, at a fmall diftancC) a little fhop 
appropriated to the vending of iron heads . 
for lances. 

He entered it, under pretext of new* 
heading his fpear; obferving that the- 
mafter of the fhop was a bufy cheerful- 
looking perfon, he fell infenfibly into dif*- 
courfe with him, concerning the prefent. 
difturbaftces in Bretagne; and took occa* . 
iion to aik if the foreflers of Guirche had'^ 
ftot yet arrived to join the Duke ? No>_ 
replied the lance merchant, but they art 
e:s^ped^ in a fliort time^ 

This was enough for Ofberne;. he bade 
a courteous adieu to his new acquaint* '. 
ar^ce, and hafted from the city to feek 
Conftantine. He found him, where he 
expeded, comfortably feated in a hut of , 
die hamlec near A^ich he had been left. . 

It bebnged to a peafant, whofe em«- 
plpynient was, the, culture of vegetables,. . 
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>• which he carried every morning for fate 
to the city. Here the knight refolved to 
remain, and, by vifiting his friend the 
lance merchant, gain; intelligence when 
"the forefters (hould arrive at Rennes. The 
: reaibn of their long delay much puzzled 

• him. He could only account for it by 
fuppofingthem making preparations fof 
war. 

He was too confident of their honour 
'to doubt that the life of Sigcfert would 

• be in dangw ; and they were engaged 
by a treaty to join the Duke's party; 

• <hey could not therefore much longer defer 
•their arrival. 

CWberne never failed every day to vifit 
'liis friend the lance merchant^ whofe.name 
-was Ger^ud d*Arterre. The remainder 
of his time he paffed in roving on. the 
banks of the Lille, meditating too fre- 
^juently (for fo the exalted nature of his 
rpaffion termed it) on the amiable, th'e 

lovely 
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lovely Leofrida. Her fufFerings endeared 
her the more to his heart : and the moft 
exalted admiration was mingled with the 
moft faithful love. He fecretly bewailed 
this unhappy attachment ; for he knew that 
Leofrida*s rank and deferts were worthy 
the regard of the moft illuftrious per- 
fon^es. 

His friendftiip for Sigefert was entirely 

independent of his prepoffeffioh in favour 

of the fifter : it was founded on long io- 

♦tercourfe, and the mutual affedion tb^ 

jiierit infpires in the good and brave. 

Early one morning, Ofberne paid bis 
accuftomed vifit to his friend Geraud : — 
as he entered the (hop, he obferved, with 
furprife, a large party of guards before i 

^riic Duke's palace : there feemed to havt 

^*bfceii Ibme tumult. 

He ftopped and gazed earneftly, to defcry 
"'the caufe, when he perceived,, walking un- 
der 
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*cler the colonade, two or three of the 

^forefters of Guirche. They were armed 

*for battle ; and it was only by the device 
on their bucklers that Ofberne could re- 
cognize them, for they wore neither their 

-dbunting helmets norfurcoats. He fighed 
heavily as he looked on them. Geraud 
now haftily fummoned him into his (hop, 

-anxious to relate the tidings. The forefters 
arc arrived, faid he, impatiently; and they 

-have brought, as prifoner to the Duke, a 
•young Briton, of high rank, one of the 

- allies C( the Barons. 

And did you fee him pafs by ? alked 
Ofbeme eagerly. 

I did, replied Geraud; and never be- 
held a youth of a more noble afped: but 
he feemed dejefted even to defpair, for 
:he was in chains, Ofberne felt as if the 
fetters that difgraced his friend now galled 
•-his own limbs. He walked out of the 
ihop, to conceal his agitation. At this 
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inftant he obferved, paffing from tlife* 
.•gates of the palace, the generous foreflef 
with whom he had fought the fingl^ 
combat. 

He perceived Ofberne in the fame ih* 
Hant. They met more like friends, joy»- 
ful to welcome each other, than as foes 
ready to engage on adv^rfe parties. Th<5 
generous behaviour of this knight, whofe 
name was Lancelot, had left a ftrong im* 
prcffion on the mind of Oiberne ; and hi 
hoped, by falling into difcourfe with hiro^ 
to learn the true ftate of his friend. He . 
propoicd that they fliould walk together 
to a fmall dillance from the city, that their 
ivnvcrfaiion might be unreftrained ; ex-* 
prcffing his anxiety for the fafety cl" 
S:t;cfcrr. 

As he pronounced his name, Lancelot 
fl^.^x)k his head witli a ferious air; in whicK 
Olbernc fancied he could trace an expref- 

fi^Hl of piiy. 

Is 
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Is bis fituation then beyoad relief? 
thought he. Is he doomed to be a flavc 
for eyex! ^ 

They fooii arrived at the fuburbs, and 
took the road towards the Lille ; when, 
at a convenient diftance from the ftrag- 
gling dwellings that fkirted the city, they 
flopped by the fide of a fmall grove that 
fringed the borders of the river, 

. Here, feating themfelves on the turf, 
Ofberne with eager impatience defired to 
know what was the Duke's intention with 
Tegard to his illuftrious prifoner. The 
Duke's difpofition is not fo fevere as it is 
rcprefented to be, replied Lancelot : I 
iiave hopes that he will be lenient in the 
execution of the law. 

The execution yf the law ! exclaimed. 
Ofberne, flarting vp with a frantic air. 
What doft thou mer^v ? The Baron De 
CJaire is no culprit. 

VOL. II. H I^ 
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He mufl fubmit to his fentence, rejoiib* 
•ed the foreften — His fentence ! again ex- 
claimed Ofberne, with a voice interrupted 
% r^gc ^^^ aftpnifliment^ 

I perceive, added Lancelot calmly^ 
' ribat you are not acquainted with the un^ 
happy ciccumftances that delayed our ar» 
mal at Rennes. It wfll be as painful to 
me to relate it as it will be to you to hear 
it-— But you are prudent, you are heroic 
Tell me inflondy, cried the diftrafted Of- 
berne, what has befallen the wretched Si* 
gefert ?— A misfortune entirely arifing 
from his own impetuofiy, replied die 
forefter. 

We fet forward from the foreft of 
Guirche, according to our treaty, to join 
the Duke's party. We carried our prifo* 
ner along with us. 

Much againft mjt-will, and moft earneft 
intreaticSj he w^s placed between two of 

our 



Our party, who marched on each fide of 
him as his guards. This was certainly 
an indi^ity offered to an illuftrious and 
a gallant foe.*— The fierce fpirit of the 
young Baron was roufed at the little truft 
this behaviour feemed to repofe in his 
honour. 

We continued to purfue our journey in 
this' manner, when, in defcending a hill, 
y<mT friend and his guards were advanced 
fome paces before the reft of the party. 
They gained the defcent, and the Baron, 
as if aduated by an unguarded impulfe of 
defpair, darted from hisfulieri compofure, 
and rulhedfurioufly on the two knights, 
calling to the reft of the troop to haften 
forward to join the combat. Our com- 
panions, thus attacked, returned the onfet ; 
and before we arrived at the fatal fpot, the 
Baron, with the rage of a wounded tyger, 
liad unhorfed both his antagonifts. The 
facred obligations which unite every indi* 
yidual of our party to the rcftji bound U3 

HZ to 
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to feize the aggrcffor, and bear him m 
<:hains to the Duke, 

Ill-fated Sigefert! cried Ofberne in aa 
^gony of wretchednefs, at this unwelcome 
recital. — But this is not all, rejoined Lan- 
celot, the outrage was committed on the 
eve of the Feaft of Saint l-aurent the 
Martyr. 

Ofberne now clafped his hands, and 
raifcd to heaven a look of the deepeft an- 
guiOi : an expreffion of horror was painted 
on his features ; his foul was wrung with 
tortCires. He now too well comprehended 
the meaning of the forefter's expreffion, — 
That Sigefert muft fubmit to his fentence. 



He remembeied the obligations of the 
oath of knighthood ; the facred oath, 
which Sigefert had pronounced when the 
firfl: order of chivalry was conferred on 
him by the Earl Marefchal of England, 
This oaih bound him to keep the truces 

of 
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of God ; that is, hot to commit hoftilities 
on the fea^ls of their eves, under pain of 
death, or bani(hmcnt from Chriftendom.. 
The aitack which Sigefert, in an: un- 
guarded minute, had made on thofe in 
whofe hands the chance of v\ar had placed 
him, was a glaring violation of his ^icred 
engagement. l-Ls uiind, too keenly fuf- 
eeptible of indignity, and alreatly ftun.-^ 
by the irkfome mortifications of captivity, 
had been hurried beyond the limits of 
calm prudence and recolledlion ; but the 
feverity of the laws of chivalry bent not to- 
the frailiies of man. The votaries of that 
heroic eftablifliment were expeded to 
maintdn a degree of virtue nearly ap*^ 
proaching to perfeAion. 

Ofberne could well excufe, even whilffi 
he lamented, the rafhnefs of his frrend, 
as it fprung from the impatient independ- 
ence of a lofty mind. But thofe to whom 
the fulfilling of the laws belonged, were 
not guided by the clemency of friendfhip. 
^ H 3 Th^ 
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The wretched Ofterne flood a long 
lime in fpeechleis diftrefs; while the gene« 
rcus Lancelot, pitying his fuffering, tried 
to confole him- The kind endeavour was 
in vain. That Sigefert fliould be thus 
difgraced ; th^ he (hould violate that vow 
he had fb folemnly taken ; and this too, 
on his firft outlet in the career of glory ;. 
that death or banifhmcnt muft be his por- 
tion, was far too much for the gene- 
rous Ofberne, his faithful, his fteady 
friend, to fupport. 

That an opportunity had been pre^ 
fented to him to have refcued this va* 
lued friend, and^his opportunity had 
ben loft, goaded him with the tortures of 
remorfe and felf-accufation. 

The tumult in his mind raged little 
fliort of diftradion at thefe refledions. 

Lancelot was now obliged to quit 

him. 
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Bun, to return to the city; but left him 
with a promife to meet him in the 
fenic fpot the next morning, and brings 
him, if poffible, inforaiation of theDuke'^. 
intentions with regard, to the unhapp)^ 
young Baron. 
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CHAP. XXII. 



■ Sax'e the gallant youth^ 

From his own virtues fave him ! if his friendikip 
Would urge him to dtfirudion 1 

LANaHORMB* 



IT was long before the agitation of 0& 
bcrne permitted him to find his way to 
the gardener's cottage. He concealed the 
dreadful tidings he had heard from Con- 
flanrine, to whofe enquiries concerning 
the Baron, he avoided giving a dired: 
reply. 

He awaited with reftlefs anxiety the hour 
in which Lancelot was to meet him at the 
little grove. by the Lille. He repaired 
thither long before the appointed time;. 

'and 
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and thrawing himfelf on the turf, fell iiita 
a train of refledlions that agonized every 
fibre in his frame. 

• How will the tender Leofrida, thought 
he, (he who. has hitherto fupported the 
miDft pieltcing forrows with angelic forti- 
tude-— how will fhe fuftain the fevereflr of 
all woes? How will flie bear to fee her: 
beloved brother an exile, a difgraccd exile 
from his native land ? 

He ftarted up in a tranfport of anguifh^ 
unable to bear the ideas that crouded on 
his mind. He was recalled to recolledioa 
by perceiving at a diftance the -generous . 
forefter haftily advancing. 

• He flew to meet him,., but obferved 
nothing favourable indicated by his coun- 
tenance. 1 will not keep you in fufpenfcy 
fuid the confiderate Laricelpt; the Duke is 
undecided which of the two legal fentences 

K.5 to. 
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to enforce ; but one of them muft be ex« 
ecuted. I am of opinion that it will be 
banifhment. 

Ofberne feemed fcarcely to breathe while 
Lancelot fpoke. He fuffered the tonurcs 
of the mod fevere martyrdom 5 for Ot 
berne, even the fedate Ofberne, could not 
now maintain his wonted prefence of rnind^ 
Each for a while preferved a folemn filence. 
The forefter at length ftretching out his 
hand with a look of commiferation, faid 
in a gentle voice, Defpondcncy is not the 
frailty of the brave. You are, I am fyre^ 
incapable -of cherifhing that unworthy, 
that degenerate fenfation. Be firm, and 
prepared to confole your unhappy friend. 
I flatter myfelf that I can contrive to con- 
vey you into the Duke*s palace, where you 
may fee him. — Ofberne ftarted ; he ac- 
cepted the offer with rapture, but inftantly 
fhuddered. — How can I fee him — how 
can I fupport the fight of his fetters— • 

how 
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lioW' bear his parting look — how bear my 
own remorfe? 

Meet me to-night, added Lancelot, rif- 
ing to depart, at the city gf tes, half an 
hour before, the evening watclv begins.— - 
Ofbetne grafped his hand with a look of! 
gratitude, and they parted. , 

The flow advances of evening at length > 
foretold to the impatient Ofberne that the . 
hour. of. meeting with the good Lancelot, 
was noi far. off. A croud of tumultuous 
refleftions confufed his mind as he walk^ 
ed . haftily towards the city* That calm, 
fedatenefs which was ever, till .this trying^^ 
accident, the conftant attribute oi Offierne's 
mind, now faileihim. His feet tottered, . 
his whole frame, was convulfed ; the fteaU 
ing mills now obfcurcd the objects around 
and involved the turrets of the city. Ha 
arrived at the gates — Lancelot was not yet 
there ; but in a fliort time he appeared.. 
Tlhey entered the cityinfilence^ Olberne 
K.6 not. 
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not daring to fpeak, and his companion 
having no pleafing tidings to commu- 
nicate. 

In this ^manner they proceeded to the 
palace, before which they walked for fome 
time. The fentence is pafled, faid Lan- 
celot, breaking the long filence. Oflberne 
trembled, and leemed waiting to hear 
confirmed the decree for his own death, 
'while he expefted the conclufion of the 
forefter's {peech. It is as 1 anticipated, 
continued the generous foe. Banifhmenc 
from every region that acknowledges the 
Chriftian creed, tnuft be the fate of this 
brave youth. 

Ofberne could not fpeak ; he could 
not even weep, but flood in an attitude 
of immoveable anguifh. For fome time 
he continued in the fame poftu re ; then 
folding his arms, in the deepeft meditation 
walked on. 

When 
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* When (faltered he, after a long pauLe") 
is the (entence — He could not conclude, 
Lancelot devifed his ^meaning. To-mor- 
row, replied he,, he muft depart from^ 
JSretagne. 

I will not fee him to-night, rejoined. 
Ofberne. Procure me that wretch'^d coh- 
fblation to-morrow, in the morning, gene-- 
rous Lancelot. 

I will not fail you, returned the good; 
friend. Another of the forefters here 
pafling by, he abruptly quitted Ofberne, 
who returned to the gardener's cottage. 

Long before the fainteft rays of the 
^morning twilight blended with the dim 
grey of the eaftern fivies, Ofberne defired 
Conftantine to accompany him to the city. 
The brave youth aflied numberlefs quef- 
lions concerning the Baron, but obtained 
no anfwer. They proceeded in iilence^ 

and 
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and were the firft that pafled the gates qrt 
their being unclofed. 

Oiberne convejred Conftantine to the ; 
ffiop of Geraud; there leaving him, hcL/ 
foon joined the pundual iLanceldi under 
the colonade of the palace. What hour is 
fixed ?. aiked the. agitated friend of Sige^. 
fert, — The hour when the bell of the great^ 
convent adjoining the palace tolls for the, 
fecond matins, replied the forefter. Of- 
berne paufed, loft in the prof oun deft me- 
ditation;, then turning to his comj)aoion», 
in a folemn tone, thus addre^*^ hioi: 

^* Firft among thole who are an hononr- 
to the glorious profeffion of arms, thou, 
bnive I^ancelpt, muft be ranked, Agreer 
a,ble to thy. charafter, . now, generous foe, ^ 
continue thofe. kind offices thou haft be^- 
gun, and prornife to conform to my with 
in what additional fervice I (hall 'Wjgire. 
mt thy hands.*' Confident t&af thoii wih 
ire nothing that my honour will. for* ;; 

, bid: 
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Ibid me to grant, Tify^lied the foreiler, I 
impHcitly promife tq obey thy defire^ 
Oihme thanked- Hjm by a grateful look.. 
Te04ii€^- (aid Be^ whether the Baron is 
Mqminted with; die. time appoimed for bis 
dtpaiture? N09 replied Lancelot, the 
cAce. of informiog him of thac circum-^ 
4Buicc is rjefejcved for me« I have ieen and 
converfed much. with him finqe his arrival, 
at Rennes ; and ^flefSng the good graces 
of the Duke, he afligned to me the chief: 
care of his noble prifonen Did you tell 
him,, aiked Ofberne impatiently, that L 
was (b near to him? No, anfwered tho 
forcfter, I feared it would too much afie£t 
him. 

Oiberne mufed for a few minutes.— ^ 
What I have to rcqued of you, (aid he, 
recurring to the pjrport of his former 
{peech, is to inform the Earon, rlut the 
hour ap^inrec^ fqr his depar:u;c is fixed 
at the'tolhng of the bell for tlie third ma- 
tinsy which will be an hour laier than the 

real 
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re:U time. I have promifcd implicitly to 
obey you, faid the forefter. I will not re4 
traft my engagement; my honour is ifi 
your hands.. Ofberne was going to reply,' 
when a page belonging to the Duke ran 
liaftily out of the palace, and informed 
Lancelot that the Duke muft fee him im- 
mediately. He made a fignal to Ofberne 
to wait for him in the (hooof Geraud,_and 
followed the page. 

Conftantine had learned from the talk- 
ative lance-merchant, the fore of his un- 
happy mafter; and Ofberne found him in 
the deepeil dillrefs. 

The foul of the generous friend of Sir- 
gefert had now acquired a kind of fedate 
melancholy. Ke took his helmet from 
his head, and as he gazed on the purple 
fillet which had been tound round it by 
the hand of the lovely Ltofrida, an invo- . 
lunrary tear dropped rpon it; he kifled 
the valued favour; then takirg oft his fur- 
coat,. 
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coat, he folded it carefully up, and liay- 
ing begged of Geraud a flip of parch- 
ment, he traced on ii the following 
lines : 

** Thefe moft precious memorials of 
the condefcending courtefy of the filler of 
the Baron de Claire, would never, but with 
his life, have been refigned by the grate- 
ful Ofberne, had not peculiar circum- 
ftances fo decreed. Let the "Lady Leo- 
frida accept them again, and ceafe to 
blame Jiiim who once was blefled with their 
poffeffion, when (he learns they are thus 
facrificed to lave her beloved brother.** 

This fcroU he folded up, and fattened* 
it to the helmet; then giving both the 
cafque and furcoat to Conftantine, Take 
thefe, brave Conftantine, faid he — render 
me one more fervice, the laft yoa can do 
me — bear them to the Chateau Pontoife, 
and deliver them into the hands of the 
Jbady Leofrida* 



Con{tantine with tears took the charge^, 
and promifed to be faithful tp his truft. 

In a (bort tiiiic Lancelot returned.—* 
His countenance befpoke vexation and* 
diftrefs. Follow me inftantly, cried he 
to Ofberne, if you would fee your wretch- 
ed friend once more. His fentence iSf 
changed), and this dayt. this fatal day» he 
dies.. 

Defpair croffcd the features of Ofbemt^ 
but the emotion was tranfient. He fooot 
cecoyered an afpedt of determined calm*" 
nefs* Is the hour changed, too ? afked he.. 
No, replied Lancebt. By his own defirc». 
in one hour more— JHe interrupted him- 
felf. Keep your promife of deceiving him*' 
with regard tothe time, faid Ofberne in ^ 
fblemn tone. The forefter hofitated. — J4 
will,, replied he, firmly : follow mew 

They quitted the. (hop, and Lancelot 
winding round the palace,, advanced to-*. 

ward^ 
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wards a fmall g^e. It admitted them inta 
the inner court. They afcended a ftair- 
cafe and arrived in a long gallery. You: 
muft now know, faid Lancelot, as he 
flopped at fome diftance from a barred 
door, the ftrange caufe of this reverfion in 
thefentence. . This morning, while I was 
with you, the impetuous young Baron, 
unable to bear the thoughts of his difgrace^ 
threw off bis armour, and hurling his 
(hield and helmet far from him, declared 
that an heir of the once illuftrious family 
of de Claire, (hould never rove- a diQio- 
noured outlaw from his native land, nay, 
from every land that bears the name of' 
Chriftian. Rather, cried he, in a phren- 
zy, let my (hort, my inglorious life at 
once be clofed. So faying, he demanded- 
an audience of the Duke^ and in a pofi« 
tive tone i-nfifted on chufing his fentence*. 

The Duke, who bears an inveterate^ 
hatred to the allies of the Barons, and who- 
thought this ad would gratify his malice^ 

granted 
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granted. his requeft; at the fame time de* 
creeing him to fail as becomes a warrior ;. 
that is to be transfixed by a dart fliot from 
a croi's-bovv. 

The adoption of this fingular method 
of execution agrees with a trait in the 
Duke's charader, who loves to rule in a: 
novel way, that he may flicw his contempt; 
for precedents •. 

The Baron was to have been led fonh,. 
arrayed in his own armour;, but he has^ 
requeftcd me to change it, fcorning tc 
die difgracefully in his own charafter. Is 
the Duke dpprifed of this defire ? afkcd 
Ofberne e3gerly. No, replied Lancelot.. 
Then bettow on me the arms of my friend,, 
faid the generous youth — 'deny me not this 
poor memoriah Lancelot opened the ' 
door of an apartment adjoining that in 
which Sigefert was confined. Here they 
are, faid he. Ofberne gazed with a look 
<^f agony on thefe beloved infignia. His 

tears 
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tears fell faft on the martlet that fprcad its 
embofled wings over the cafqiie; on the 
camel and cyprefs-tree -that were embla- 
. zoned on* the buckler. He flood awhile 
in deep meditation over thefe valued me'- 
morials. What is the hour ? aiked he at 
length. It wants fifteen minutes to the 
right time, replied Lancelot ; but how can 
I perform what you have exaded of me ? 
How deceive your friend? Hdw account 
. to the Duke, who is prepared to fee the 
execution, for the delay you with ? — Inform 
the Baron that the Duke and Knights will 
meet him in an hour, (aid Ofberne : leave 
the reft to me. LancelojC looked wiftfully 
at him, but obeyed, leaving him alone in 
the apartment. 

Ofberne was now near his long-lofl, his 
'beloved friend. He could hear the tread 
of his feet prefs filently on the adjoinmg 
floor ; he could hear Lancelot take off 
his chains, and, by the clinking of fleel, 
ilippofed he was going to array him ac 

cordicie. 
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cording to his requeft, in unadorned ar-* 
mour. A variety of fenfations racked the 
foul (tf Oiberne jis he liftened for the laft 
time to the found of Sigefert's voice, which 
lie could diftinguifti in low founds. He 
longed to bid him a lail farewell; but the 
fteady purpofe that now aftuated his he- 
roic breaft, forbade this painful gradfi- 
cation^ 

Me put on the hauberk that once afray- 
ed the limbs of his friend, he laced on 
his helmet, and threw his furcoat over his 
(houlders; then kneeling, with a look of 
fublime refignation he lifted his eyes to 
that Heaven he never wilfully offended, and 
breathed a prayer for the life and preferva- 
tion of Sigefert and his amiable lifter. 

He was fcarcely rifen from this attitude 
ivhen Lancelot entering gazed on him with 
a look of aftoni(hment. The hour is ar- 
lived* faid ^he forefter, and you have not 

bidden 



bidden your friend farewell. I miift 
guide him in a few minutes to the large 
inner court of the palace, for thaf fpot 
the Duke has appointed. Guide him in- 
ftantly, replied Olbelrne, ftretching out 
his hand, I am ready. Lancelot regarded 
him with a look of wild furprife. To 
what have you engaged my promife ? ex- 
claimed he. RecoUeft yourfelf, heroic 
youth.— I have recoUefted myfelf, replied 
the ftcady Ofberne, I am going to per- 
form my duty. Before we part, moll ge- 
nerous Lance^lot, accept my grateful 
thanks for your adble afliftance, and 
crown the l^cnefits you have conferred oa 
me by leading the Baron de Claire, diC 
gulfed as he is in unknown armour, from 
this -city. Let him not know by what 
means he has been refcued; bid him only 
remember, that it is his duty to live — 
bid him fly to the protedion of his beloved 
(ifter — and remind him that his future 
Career of glory will obliterate the flight 

reproacli 
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repreach which the independence of a 
loftjr fpiric has unwarily brou^t on 
him. 

When you have led him without the 
city gates, give him this letter. Perform 
but this, mod noble friend, and the bleflf* 
ing of Heaven fhall join with the con- 
fcioufiiefs of virtue to reward you. 

. Think nor, by thus acting, you are trea- 
cherous to your ally, the Duke; you only 
exchange the vitftim; his rigour will ftill 
be {iAtistied. — Coiue lead me to the place 
of execution. 

Lancelot ilcod for feme time unable to 
fpeak. A ti mi '-at ion and regret at once af- 
failed him. The determined, yet ardent 
rerolution of Olberne confuled and dif- 
treffed him. He had promifed implicitly 
tofumi hisnqueftsi but to deliver him 
aa innocent viaim to death, feemed little 

lefs 
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iefs than murder. As he paufed in pain* 
ful fulpenfe, two ofEcers. fent by the 
Duke, pafled along the gallery, calling 
for Lancdot to bring fonh the priloner 
Ofberne clofed his vizor, and rufhing out, 
they inftantly feized and led the fuppo(ed 
Sigefert to the fpot where the Duke a- 
waited him, and where the fatal dart was 
already placed in the fling. 

The good Lancelot remained in fafd- 
nating llupor — he wifhed to purfue the 
guards, to inform' them of their miftakej 
but to do this he muft deliver up him 
whom his heroic friend had been thus fo- 
licitous to fave. Both were equally brave, 
equally deferving, excepting the heedlefs 
fault into which the impetuous Baron had 
been betrayed. He Hill flood indif- 
traced deliberation till the tolling of the 
palace clock informed him, that the cxc- 
t:ution mud by this time be over« 

VOL. II. ^ He 
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He ftarted up, and in a kind of fullen 
agitation hailened to the Baron, who, 
thinking he was leading him to the fpot 
appointed for the fatal fcene, fuffered 
himfelf in calm filence to be conduced 
^vithout the city gates. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxiir. 



In combat young, ^nd new to martial glory. 
Amid the croud of fpearsand thrcat'ning helmf> 
Rulh'd the bold boy, and felH 



SIGEFERT, after a paufe of fomc mi- 
nutes, aiked Lancelot which was the 
appointed fpot. Theforefter hefitated.— n 
Xhe heroic youth, thought he, by this 
time is facrificed. I will now perfona 
my engagements, and fulfil his defirc. 
Thus refolved, he informed the Baron 
that the Duke had afligned for the place of 
execution a fequeftered fpot at fome did 
tance from the city. Two or three of the 
forefters at this inftant paflGng by, afforded 
Lancelot aa opportunity to complete bis 
. 12 defign. 
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dcfign. They were mounted j he flepped 
forward, and made a fignal to one of 
them to refign his fteed. Being refpefted 
by the whole party, he was obeyed; then 
turning tb the Baron, The place is far 
fr6m hence, laid he, take this horfe, and 
I will walk by your fide. 

Sigefert was too much occupied by his 
Own reflections, exadlly to know what he 
did ; he therefore mounted the fteed, and 
proceeded flowly. Finding that they did 
not arrive at the deftmed place, he begaa 
to exprcfs fome furprife. They were now 
far from the fuburbs, and near the cot- 
tage of the gardener \yhere Ofberne had 
been hofpitably entertained, while he 
awaited the arrival of his friend at Ren» 
nes. Lancelot here flopped, and addreflcd 
Sigefert as follows : — You are free ;-— 
make a proper ufe of the life you have 
lately fought to throw away. . Haften to 
the protection of your fifter. — So faying 
he gave him the letter of Ofberne, and 

walked 
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walked haftily away. Sigefert, in ftrange 
aftonilhment opened the letter, and re^ 
as follows : 

** Difdain not to live — a life . of little 
worth is accepted inftead of that of the 
Barou de Claire* Let not the defcendant 
of a glorious anceftry, by his own con- 
tempt of life, deprive his family and the 
world of thofe honours which his iutuva 
deeds fhall gain. Proceed inftantly to 
Chateau Pontoife— thofe you moft love 
need your afli&ance. Make no efforts to 
prevent the defign of him who dies joy- 
fully to fave a beloved friend j diey will 
be fruitlefs. When you fhall read this, 
the blow will be over. Lament it not, 
but ad as becomes the brave, the noble- 
ininded Sigefert.*' 

With an air of wildncfs and horror 

bordering on plirenzy, the Baron as be 

i^ad this letter turned his' horfc towards 

13 the 
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the city. *Tis Ofbernel exclaimed he> 
with the agitation of madnef§. 

He was flying, heedlefs that it would be 
too late to nifh upon the minifters of juf^ 
ticc; but the powers of nature, already 
worn by long diflrefs, and irritated by the 
keen tortures of his late unhappy fituation, 
were now too feeble to fupport this moft. 
agonizing of all calamities, and he fell in 
a ftate of ftupor from his horfe. The 
peafants, at the noife of ftiaken armour 
rufhed from their cottages ; and he who 
had fo courteoufly entertained Ofbeme, 
was firft to affift the fallen knight. He 
bore him into his habitation, and, unlacing ^ 
his helmet, tried to recall him to life. 
The kind intentions were for lome time 
unfucccfsful ; and when at length the faint 
figns of returning perception were difcern* 
ed, they only difcovered that a ftatq of 
wild diftraaion was fucceeding his ftu- 
por. 

Per. 
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Perpetually calling on the name of his 
facrificed friend, the now more than ever 
unhappy Sigefert lay for feveral days in 
frantic irifenfibility. His agitation funk 
at length intoperfed ftupor, which flowly 
feceding, in a few days more fettled in 
confirmed vvretchednefs. He raifcd his 
faint limbs from the couch where the 
friendly peafant had laid him, and de- 
manded his armour. He afked news of 
the war; and being informed that the 
truce was by fome accident broken, and 
that there had lately been a combat be- 
tween the Duke's troops and the Barons 
and their allies, he ftarted up, with a 
refolution of rufhing into battle, and thus 
lofe a life now, more than ever,- become 
hateful to him, fince it was preferved by 
the facrifice of his moft beloved friend, 
the partner of his youth, his infeparablc 
companion. 

The image of Lebfrida now prefented 

itfelf to his fancy ; he breathed a he^rt- 

1 4 rending 
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rending figh, and rcfolved to haflen to 

Chateau Pontolfe. to bid a laft farewell 

if 

to his beloved flfter, and the Count de 
Pontoife, whom he had not yet feen. 

From the friendly contrivance of Sybil** 
la he difcovered the retreat of his filler, 
and bade her the (hort farewell already 
related. 



Conftantine, in conformity to the defire 
of Ofbeme, had quitted Rcnncs the \xk^ 
ftant he was entrufted with the cafque and 
furcoat of that noble youth. He fet for- 
ward for Chateau Pontoife, to deliver them 
to the Lady Leofrida. He was yet at ar 
confiderable diftance from the chateau, 
when entering a narrow plain bounded by 
low hills^ the noife of trumpets flruck hi^ 
ear, and he defcried ftandards waving over 
the ranks of troops marflialled ' in battle 
array. Though yet young in martial ex- 
trctfe, Con(lantine had caught the ardour 
'^^ ^ of 
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of glory. He advanced nearer the '{pot 
wher^ the parties were juft on the point of 
engaging) and diftinguiOied the banners 
of the Earl of Albemarle, 

The fignal of onfet now founded ; 
the parties clofed, and Conftantine drew 
ftiU nearer. He oblerved the fettled in- 
trepidit)' with which his countrymen and 
fcHow foldiers attacked the troops of Clo- 
vis ; for this was the battle that fucteeded r 
the breaking of the truce. The foul of 
the daring youth was fired*— Shall I fee 
my countrymen engage thus boldly with 
their foes, thought he, and ftandidly by? 
He mufcd no more — but I will appear in 
a charader that will do me honour, added 
he: I will be known as the valiant Of- 
berne. Pleafed with this idea, in the fr<v- 
licfome ardour of youth he difniounted, 
And ilepping apart into ^ fmall thieket^ 
laced on his head the cafque of the brave 
friend of Sigefert, ciofing the vizor care^ 
fully i then throwing the (urcoat overliis. 
1 5 flioiilders^ 
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ftiouldcrs, he leaped on bis deed, and 
rufhlng into the fight, appeared clofe by 
the Englilh ftandards. 

The Marefchal gazed with furprTe at 
the unexpeded appearance of his favour- 
ite Ofberne (for fuch, by his armour, he 
fuppofed the youth to be) while Conftan* 
tine, elated with his new chara<5ler, and 
the opportu;iity of thus fignalizing him* 
felf, fought with the fiercenefs of a tygen 
His inexperience betrayed him into dan- 
gers which he might othcrwife have a- 
voided ;v but his ardour, and the dauntlefs 
air with which he brandilhed his fword^ 
procured him the admiration of his fellovr 
foldiers. The Marefchal called aloud to 
him, extolling his braveiy, and thanking 
liim for his unexpected aid. More than 
ever elevated by this praife, the daring 
youth feemed to poflefs the ftrengthof 
thoufands, and in the height of ambitious^ 
^alour fingled out Clovis himfelf. No 
fooner did the proud knight caft his eye 
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on the fcclmet of the fuppofed Ofberne, 
than, tranfported at this opportunity of en- 
gaging his rival, he ruftied on him, and 
they clofed in furious fight. 

Conftantine, in the impetuoficy-of his 
movements and the tumult of the fcene 
around, loft thofe fears which might other- 
wife have ft olen imperceptibly into a mind 
young in the horrors of battle. . He fuf- 
rained the fingle combat in which he was 
thus engaged, with almoft the firmnels 
of the heroic knight whofe armour he 
wore. 

The Marefchal with eager anxiety be- 
held the ftern engagement, but was him- 
felf fo furrounded by foe§, that he could 
not, as he wifhed, fly to the afl!iftance of 
his favoured warrior. He, neverthelefs, 
made afign to his own foldiers to haften 
to his aid : But Conftaniine was now ex- 
alted to a pitch of heroifm. He waved 
16 his 
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his hand for none to interfere, but to 
leave the whole glory of the fray to his ' 
fingle arm. They obeyed ; and the daunt- 
lefs youth fodh ended his glorious career, 
Clovis was not only adtuated by rage and 
jcaloufy, but much his fuperior in expe- 
rience and might. After repeated blows 
he drove his faulchion through the vizoi^ 
of his foe. 

The unfortunate Conftantine thus fell a 
vidtim to youthful ardour and impctuofi- 
ty. The exulting viftor inftantly feized 
the arms of the vanquifhed ; he tore off 
his furcoat and cafqvie. The fatal blow 
had fo disfigured the face, that Clovis ftill 
iuppofed he had flain* Ofberne — that Of- 
berne whom the beautiful Leofrida had 
treated with fuch condefcending cour- 

The Englifh, irritated by the death of 
4he feigned Ofberne, ru(hed furioufly on 

the 
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the troops of Clovis ; but notwithftand- 
ing their valour^ the combat was at length 
decided in favour of the Duke; and the 
haughty Clovis ix)re home in triumph the 
fpoils of Ofberxie, 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



like a cloyftrefs, (he will veiled walk, 
And water once a day her chambers round 
With eye-offending brine ; all this to feafon 
A brother's dead love, which (he would keep frefli 
And lading in her fad rcniembrance ftill. 

. ShakespearA. 



AFTER the departure of Sigefert 
from the cottage of Juftine, Leo- 
frida was more wretched than ever. She 
had, it was true, at length feen her long- 
loft brother ; but fhe had feen him in a 
ftate of mifery bordering on diftraftion. 
His myfterious expreffions concerning 
Ofberne, rankled deeply in her breaft. 

*' Firft 
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" Firft of friends ! facrificed" — This 
ftrange word was impreft on her heart 
with piercing force. That the generous^ 
friend of Sigefert was no more, flie was 
too well convinced; fhe had beheld his 
helmet in the hands of his vidor. But 
to have fallen in battle could not be called 
iacrificed : it was the death of glory ; the 
-end defired by the brave. 

The future fate of her dear Sigefert 
hung too heavily on her mind. Whither 
was he going ? And why had he bidden 
bier a long, perhaps a lafl: farewell ? 

The good Mortimer partook the afflic- 
tion with, the interefl: of a parent. He 
mourned for the diftrefs in which his re- 
vered young mafler was involved, without 
being able to divine the caufe ; and, in 
the flrong warmth of his zeal, refolved 
to purfue him, and learn, if poffible, 
his griefs. He communicated this inten- 
tion to Leofirida; who, though unwilling 

that 
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that the faithful adherent IhouW in hia 
old age encounter ftill more difficulties, 
through his attachment to her family, wa« 
yet pleafed with the defign. She longed 
herfelf to follow the diftreffed Sigefert ; 
and tearing, with kind violence, the fatal 
fecrct from his bofom, refolved to fliarc 
with him all his fufferings. 

Mortimer now bidding adieu to his 
good friend, the aged Colombiere, com- 
mitted the weeping Leofrida to the. care 
of Providence, and mounting his mule, 
rode haftily from the couage. 

Leofrida who, by this laft affliftion, 
was roufed from languor to agitation, 
fcarcely knowing whither (he was going, 
purfued the good old man till Ihe had 
wandered to fome diftance from the cot* 
tage. The little Pepiii ran by her fide, 
pleafing himfdf with rooting up the 
weeds and prickly brambles that lay in 
her way* She gaaed eagerly after Morti- 
mer 
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mcr till Ihe could fee him up more ; theii 
breathing a prayer to Heaven to direft his 
learch aright, (he was returning; but 
perceiving Juftine near at hand, working 
in a vine-plantation,, fhe fearlefsly purfued 
her walk, loft in deep meditation. Twi- 
light had not yet dimmed the furroand- 
•inglandfcapc; and the breezes blew fo 
revivingly over the fertile meadows, that 
file was unwilling to return, till Pepin 
broke upon her meditation, by exclaim* 
ing. See Lady ! we are near tl^ forcft !— 
Leofrida regarded tl^ fears of the pea- 
iants, concerning this forefl, as idle and 
unfounded -, but the child^s obfervation 
led her to remark, that it was now proper 
to return. She was haftening back ; the 
noife of trampling of fteeds advanced be- 
hind her. She perceived Juftine ftart 
from his labour,- and, hurling from his 
hand it bundle of vine-twigs, fly towards 
her. He had not reached her, when a 
blow from a battle-axe felled him to tha. 
ground, 

Leofrida, 
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Lcofrida, furprifed and affrighted, waj 
in her turn running to the affiftance of 
the honeft peafanr, but was feized, and 
placed upon a deed by four horfemen in 
unknown armour. 

The rapidity of their movements was 
fuch, that (he fcarcely recovered her per-v 
ception, till (lie found herfelf riding 
fwiftly from the road that led to the cot- 
tage, furrounded by her filent guards. 
The Count and Clovis darted to her re- 
coUeftion. Sybilla had termed them her 
perfecutors. I am then,, once more, a 
captive ! thought (he. I too am to be 
facrificed ! — facrificed to the murderer of 
the generous Ofberne ! 

A faint depreflion feized her faculties, 
and (he had nearly dropped from her 
horfe; but one of the warriors ftopping 
and difmounting, as if with an intention 
of placing her behind him; affrighted 
at his defign, with an inftantaiieous effort. 
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flic roufed her remaining ftrength, and, 
conftrained by cruel neceffity, fpurred 
iier fteed, and remained firmly in her 
feat. 

The horfemen proceeded fwifdy for die 
greater part of the night, notwithftanding 
the weaknefs* of Leofrida. At length 
they alighted at a fmall hut, where -they 
begged her to repofe herfelf for a few 
hours. Her limbs refufing longer to fup- 
port her, (he gladly fat down on a feat 
prefented to her by the cottagers, whom 
fhe fuppofed, by their being in readinefs, 
were apprifed of her coming. At the 
firft dawning of the day they again fet 
forward, and, after a fatiguing journey, 
Leofrida beheld the turrets of the Chateau 
Pont ife. 

Certainty now fucceeded to fufpicion : 
(h^ was aflured tliat the Count had feized 
her as his captive, either through motives 
of policy, or in conformity to the requeft 

of 
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of his fon. By the fame door through 
which Mortimer had refcued her, (he en- 
tered the inner-court. She was conveyed 
to a wing of the chateau, which (he had 
never before feen. It was defolate ; and, 
by the grated apertures in the thick walls 
of the long paflages through which they 
pafied, (he juftly concluded it to be that 
part of the building referved for the pri- 
fooers^ which the chance of war might 
throw into fuch captivit)'; every habits* 
don of great not?les9 being provided yrith 
dungeons. 

Once more a captive^ Leofrida vrii 
left alone in a fmail but neat apartment. 
She was now inured . to fufferitig j ai^ 
determined ' to fupport whatever woes 
might yet await her, (lie compofed her 
difturbed (pirits into a (late of patient 
calmnefs. The eflfort, as ufual, was 
rewarded with a fcnfation of felf-appro- 
bation. 

The 
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The anxiety and regret which (he 
knew the hofpitable cottagers .would feel 
on difcovering that (he had been fcized 
by force and conveyed away, together 
with the ftate in which Juftine had been 
left by her guards, fenfibly affliftcd' her. 

In the morning a female domeftic ap- 
jpeared at the door of her cell, and in- 
formed her that (he might take poflTeflion 
of the apartment (he formerly occupied in 
the chateau. Leofrida was furprifed at 
this ; but her quick difccmment foon told 
her, that the policy of form required her 
to be brought to the chateau in ftyle of a 
captive : And the Count was certainly 
lefs rigorous to his prifoners than the 6a« 
ton de Lacy, . 

She dreaded left (he (hould be led, in 
her way to the great ftair-cafe, acrofs the 
faloon, where £hc had experienced (o 
dreadful a fcene ; but the domeftic avoid- 
ed this way, and Leofrida entered her old 
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apartment with trembling feet ; for ftill 
Ihe^was a captive, in the power of an 
unfeeling and tyrannic relation. 

Among the tifmult of diftreffing ideas 
that crouded into her mind on again be-^ 
coming the inhabitant of the chateau, the. 
only one that afforded a glimpfe of con- 
folation, was the expectation of feeing 
and thanking the generous Sybilla. Buc 
fhe was difappointed. No Sybilla ap- 
peared; and feveral days palfed away in 
folitude, broken only by the appearance 
of the- female domeftic, who, at ftated 
hours, brought the refigned prifoner her 
food. 

Though ftill meekly patient, Leofrida 
funk into a languor that at times Was irk- 
fome, and coft her many a painful eflFort 
to fubdue. But a deep fenfe of the inva- 
riable reftridiphs of duty ftill fwayed her 
heroic mind. This depreffion was fre- 
quently roufed into lively anxiety, whea 

Sigefert 
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Sigefert, the young, the brave -Sigefert, 
the laft inheritor of a princely fortune, 
the laft defcendant of a glorious an- 
ceftry, prefehted himfelf to her fifterly 
cye^ difgraced and wretched. 

Generous Ofberne ! fnatched by a too 
hafly fate from the glories that await vir- 
' tues at once fo exalted and fo iiftafluming 
us thofe which adorned his heart, was an 
image that dwelt on her fancy with the ten- 
dereft intereft. 

A few weeks elapfed in this manner ; 
when one, morning Leofrida was furprifed 
by a meflage from the Count, requefting 
her to attend him on bufinefs of im- 
portance. She trembled, but refigned 
herfelf to the care of that Heaven who 
protects the unfriended virtuous, and 
obeyed. 

She found the Count walking alone ia 
a faloon. He approached het on her en- 
trance, with an afped that tried not to 



192 THE KNIGHTS. 

aflume an appearance of kindnefs. Un- 
like the Earl of Lenox, he added not 
hypocrify to bis other defers. 

I have learned with conoern^ faid he^ 
the rafh folly of your brother. Though 
he has efcaped the puni(bment due to his 
offence, the knowledge of it has reached 
England ; and if his eftates are not con« 
iifcated, the homage h^ will be obliged 
to do for them, will be unwelcome to a 
foul lofty as that of Sigefert— Here he 
flopped. 

Leofrida flarted. The punifhmcnt due 

to his offence ! repeated (he, in a faltering 

tone — ^What crime has he committed? 

• The Count, regarding not her agitation, 

went on:— 

You, Lady Leofrida, are now deflitutk 
and unprotefted. Instate not the rafh- 
nefs of your brother. You are my cap* 
<tive by the laws of war. On one condi- 
tion 
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tion I am ready to releafe, — nay to exalt 
you to afluence, — to every happinefs that 
attends on rank and wealth. 

He paufcd, Leofrida but too well 
cbmprehended what this condition was.— • 
Rejeft not a fecond time, added he, the 
hand of my fon. Nay, no rejedtion will 
now avail, continued he, haftily chang-. 
ing his tone and manner; Clovis loves 
you too ardently to refign you. In his 
eagernefs to fecure you his, he has given 
orders for the nuptial preparations, and 
to-morrow you muft meet him in the cha- 
pel of the chateau. Sybilla will, attend 
you. Adieu ! When next I greet you, 
I greet my daughter. — So faying, he 
waited not for an anfwer, but haftily 
withdrew. 

Acquiring firmnefs from the urgency of 
her fituation, Leofrida intrcated him to 
ftay, yet intreated in vain, 

VOL. II. K She 
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own myfterioiis words, alarmed and di^- 
treflcd her. As (he mufed on them with 
wonder, (he foigot in part her own ap- 
proaching fate ; and tears, which her own 
misfortunes could not draw forth, were 
plenteoufly Ihed for the ftrangc, the un- 
known misfortunes, of her beloved bro- 
ther. 

The n^ornihg at length appeared. She 
tremblingly advanced to the window, to 
watch the increafing glow that reddened 
in the horizon. She kneeled ; and hav- 
ing offered to Heaven the prayer of a 
pure heart, (he felt her mind confoled 
and invigorated. 

As (he flood at the window trying, by 
gazing on the landfcape below, to forget 
that, like a viftim, (he was going to be 
led to facrifice, (he perceived at a diftance 
fomething moving like foldiers in martial 
array. She looked calmly on them, too 

much 
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much intereftcd by her own perpkxities 
to heed the inftigacions of curiofity. They 
entered the valley, and (he now plainly 
diftinguiflied warriors, fteeds, and ftand- 
ards. They advanced towards the chateau, 
and halted at fome diftance from it. 

A knight of a noble afpecfl, who ap- 
peared to be the chief, riding out of the 
ranks, difpatched an herald, accompanied 
by four knights, to the chateau. Leo- 
frida was now fomewhat interefted, on the 
fuppofition that this ' unexpedted occur- 
rence might prevent the Count's proceed- 
ings, with regard to the marriage cere- 
mony. She watched the party fent on. 
embafly to the chateau, as they wound 
round the angles of the walls, to gain the 
great entrance. She loft fight of them ; 
but heard the horn blow at the portal. 

The chateau was foon in tumult, the 

domeftics were heard running haftilyr 

K 3 back- 
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backward and forward, and the found 
of trumpets gave the fignal of alarm. 

Leofrida liftened in patient expeAation^ 
keeping her eye fixed on the martial de- 
tachment who remained in their halting- 
place, awaiting the return of their ambaf- 
fadors. The noife of fteps lightly paffing 
down the corridore, forced Leofrida to 
turn towards the door of her apartment; 
it flew open, and Sybilla ruflied into her 
arms. The meeting was joyful to each 
of ihe noble friends ; Lepfricla wept on the 
neck of the generous damfel, who had fo' 
difintcrcfledly ferved her; and, with a 
voice interrupted by hade, alked a thou- 
fand queftions concerning Sigcfert. — Alas * 
replied the kind Sybilla, in direding him 
where to find you, I direfted too the 
fearch of my unhappy brother. Sigefert 
was followed by the fpies of Clovis, and 
thus your retreat was difcovered. — But, 
added flie^ wiping away the tears that- 

filled 
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filled her eyes, and ftruggling to fupprefs 
a figh, Clovis (hall not purchafe his hap- ■ 
pinefs at the expence of my Leofrida's 
peace. Yes! deferving and unfortunate 
maid ! you will foon^ I hope, berefcued; 
refcued from this chateau, which, in- 
flead of being your afylum, has been 
your ^prifon : and when you are fafe 
among thofe Vvho will protedl you, ftill 
rcmcinber your Sybilla, and forget that it 
was her father, her brother, that perfe- 
cuted you* 

Leofrida, furprifed, afked how fhe was 
to be refcued. There is now arrived, 
replied Sybilla, an embafly from the Earl 
of Albemarle, demanding the releafe of 
the fiflcr of the Baron de Claire ; and 
threatening, if (lie is not delivered up, to 
attack the chateau. 

The Count furely will accede to the 

demand ; for it will be dangerous to 

K 4 irritate 
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irritate fo potent a -foe. But I know 
no farther paniculars of the affair ; iiav* 
ing efcaped from my confinement, in 
the general tumult, and learned the liiitt^,^ 
intelligence I have communicated to you^ 
in my way to your apartment* 

While Sybilla was fpeaking, Leofrida 
experienced a variety of emotions. She 
was truly grateful for the interference <rf 
the generous Marefchal ; but her noble 
f jul was hurt that hoftilities (hould thus, 
for her fake, be continued between the 
Count and the English forces. 

The two friends awaited, in anxious 
expeftation, the return of the knighu 
and herald to the Marefchars party. 

At length, from the window, they faw 
them quit the chateau, arrive at the 
fpot where the Britons halted, and, hav- 
ing delivered fome meffage to die chief 

knight^ 
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knight, haften back to the chateau^ as 
if conveying an anfwer to fome propo- 
fal of accommodation. Sybilla, anxious 
to relieve her friend's apprehenfions, now 
ventured down the corridore, to learn the 
termination of the embafTy. 
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Then (liall yoar fwords and lances arbitrate 
The Iwclling difF'rence of your fettled hate. 
S.nce we cannot atone you,' you fliall fee 
Judice decide the vi£tor*s chivalry, 

Shakespeare* 



O YBILLA foon returned. Her coun- 
^^ tenance expreffed fufpenfe and grief. 
In a few words {he informed Lcofrida that 
the Count, not willing to refign his captive, 
and fearing the threat of the Marefchal to 
affault the chateau, had propofed that the 
affair (hould be decided by judicial com- 
bat. Clovis, in the confidence of haughty- 
valour, agreed to the Count's defign, and 
the herald returned with the propofal ; it 
was accepted, and the chief of the Brif ilh 

party 
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party offered himfelf as the * champiun 
of the captive lady. 

Leofrida trembled at this intelligence. 
Shew as pleafed that at leaft a refpite from 
the difficult tafk of refifting the Count's 
will; but, (hould her champion be de- 
feated, fhe would be more than ever in 
the power of her rigid tyrants. And 
(hould Clovis fall, for from him was the 
defiance fent, her noble-minded friend, 
her juftly beloved Sybilla, would be in- 
volved in afllidion. 

Often did (lie wi(h to remain a captive, 

* In every cafe the right to offer battle was 
founded on the right to purfue by arms the redrefs 
of an injury ; and the judicial combat was fought 
on the fame principle, and with the fame fpirit, as 
a private duel. Champions were only allowed to 
women, and to men maimed, or pad, the age 
of fixty. 

G 1 B BO N *s Decline and Fall of Rom . Em 
vol. 6. p. 69. 
K 6 (hould 
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fliould fhe be freed from the perfecotiom 
of the haughty Clovis, rather than thus 
be the innocent caufe of forrow to her 
whom (he loved with the two-fold affec- 
tion of gratitude and perfonal attachment. 

'The combat was appointed to be 
fought on the morrow. The two friends 
pafled the night together, in mutual 
anxiety. Leofrida, with a fentiment that 
partook more of gratitude than -felf-iiite- 
reft, perplexed her mind to difcovcr who 
her unknown champion could be. Ah f 
thought (lie, there once exifted one to 
whom I could cheerfully have owed tliis 
obligation : one whofe generous delicacy 
would have enhanced the benefit, by the 
manner of conferring it. 'A tear trickled 
down her cheek while (he piftured in her 
mind, as if by ftealth, tj^, image of the 
brave, the m^nanimous, the accom« 
pliChed Ofberne. 

The 
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The morning appeared, and Leofrida 
was perfuaded by Sybilla to accept per- 
miffion to furvey the combat from a 
clofet, near the fummit of the tower that 
overlooked the fpacious area before the 
great gates, where it was to be fought. 
The lofty fituation of this apartment for- 
nifhed an extenfive expanle to the eye, 
which looked down not only on the area 
below, but wandered beyond the walls 
that enclofed it, over the whole furround-- 
ing country. 

Leofrida confented to witnefs a (cena 
that fo much regarded her owrt intereft, 
more through a generous wifli of fupport- 
ing the fortitude of Sybilla, than any 
defire to gratify her own curiofity. 

They had not long placed themfelves 
at the fmall window of the clofet, before 
Leofrida perceived her champion advanc- 
ing towards the chateau, preceded by his, 
herald and (hield-bearer* The tabard worn* 
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by the former, and the buckler borne 
by the latter, were decorated with a de- 
vice entirely unknown to Leofrida : it 
was a hawk perching upon an embat- 
tled tower. The knight himfelf was 
Iplendicly adorned : his furcoat was olive- 
coloured, richly emblazoned. 

He was completely yet lightly armed ; 
wearing a habergeon of double fteel finely 
polifiied. His cuiflies were of the fame 
metal, but gilt ; and his golden fpurs 
announced him a knight of the firft order 
of chivalry. 

As he entered the area, Clovis in the 
fame inftant iflued from the chateau, 
decorated in the fplendid furcoat he had 
worn at the triumphal banquet. 

The eye of Leofrida fcarcely caught 
this unwelcome fight, than, fhudc'ering 
at the painful fenfation it occafioned, 
fhe turned from the window, and was 

with 
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with difficulty prevailed on by Sybilla 
to fee the commencement of the combat. 

The lifts were meafured for the ca- 
reer; and the barriers adorned with 
fquare pennons, bearing the device of 
the houfe of Pontoife. 

Leofrida heard the trampling of the 
fteeds wheeling to engage, and dared 
not yet look below. She flood fo far 
removed from the window, that flie 
could only, by inclining her eye, per- 
ceive the tops of -the combatants' cafques. 
She ftarted back .when on the helmet 
of her champion fhe diilinguiflied a 
white hare. 

Generous fliranger ! thought (he,, wilt 
thou then a fecond time, regardlefs of 
danger and difficulty, thus nobly fly to 
the fuccour of an unproteded, to thee 
an unknown damfel ? 

A thou- 
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A thoufand tumultuous reflexions now 
crowded into her mind; and it was 
fome time before (he could arrange her 
difordered ideas, fo far as to aft: Sybilla 
if flie knew who the ftrange knight 
was-— He is RanuljA, Baron de Lacy,. 
faid Sybilla ; his father being lately dead, 
he has joined the Englilh forces, with 
fais knights, for he is a banneret. 

Sybilla fpoke in hafte, eager to return 
to the interefting fcene that was paffing 
below ; while Leofrida no more* ventured 
to look from the window. The combat 
continued a long time. 

A loud murmur in the area was at 
length heard; and Sybilla, pale and 
trembling, funk upon a feat. Leofrida 
juftly concluded that Clovis was defeated. 
Her fituation was peculiarly delicate ; (he 
was unwilling to rejoice in a rcfcue, 
purchafed at fo dear a rate as ; the 

wretch- 
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wretchednefs of her generous friend; She 
knew by her own feelings^ on the fbp- 
pofed lofs of Sigefert, what would be the 
fufFerings of the amiable lifter of Cloyis, 
Ihould that unhappy youth be flain. She 
tried to fpcak, but her voice faltered; 
and Sybilla haftily rifing, ran out of the 
apartment, as if to be convinced of what 
ihe dreaded to learn. 

The noife below ftill increafed. Lco- 
firida with difficulty pcrfuaded herfclf to 
caft one glance on the tumultuous fcene. 
She faw Clovis, faint and bleeding, car- 
ried into the chateau ; (he retreated, and, 
quitting the clofet, with tottering feet 
fikight her own apartment. By a flair- 
cafe, leading to the great corridore, (he 
defcended without meeting any one ; 
and (butting the door of her chamber, 
dropped on a feat agitated and dif- 
trefled. 

That 
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That difinrerefted gencrofity which 
never toriak the foul of Lcofrida, in- 
fpired a wi(h that C'ovis might hve. She 
nobly forgave his cruel perfecution, his 
proud infuk with regard to the helmet of 
Oil- rne; and anxioufly waited to learn the 
real iflUe of the' combat. • 

She .waited not long; the female do- 
meftic who had attended her fince her 
return to the chateau, foon appearing, 
informed her (he was free, and that the 
viAorious knight with his warriors waited 
to convey her away. Leofrida, without 
congratulating herfelf on this unexpedted 
refcue, afked eagerly after Clovls ; (he 
w^as told that he was not dead, but 
wounded and defeated, Pleafed that 
her deliverance was purchafed without 
the death of any one, (he prepared to 
depart, not fearing to truft herfelf to 
the protedion ot the Marefchars fol- 
diers. 

Sho 
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She enquired if flie might fee once 
more the good Sybilla; but that amiable 
maid was weeping by the fide of her 
wounded brother. 

Leofrida was thus, once more, con- 
ftrained to quit the chateau, without bid- 
ding adieu to her generous friend. 

She breathed the fondefl prayers for 
their happinefs i and being met in the 
great hall by the fleward of the cha^ 
teau, {he was refigned into the hands 
of the vidlor. 

He approached her with the moft pro- 
found reverence ; and as (lie thanked 
him, in a modeft tone, for having fo 
generoully performed the kind intention 
of the Marefchal, he heaved a low figh, 
and prefented her a palfrey, brought 
purpofely for her. Sh« afked whither 
flie was to be conveyed. The knight an- 

fwered. 
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fwered, that the Baron d'Aiiuray, the 
chief of the barons who were united 
againft the Duke, and the friend of the 
Marefchal, would gladly afford her an 
afylum in his chateau. 

Leofrida now, a fecond time, left that 
abode, which had only been to her a 
fcene of horror and diftrefs. 

She was inured to the life of an 
exile, and with patient calmnefs and a 
dignified refignation, ihe fubmitted to 
her fate. In a few hours (he arrived 
with her efcort at the Chateau d'Auu- 
ray. 

This fplendid manfion was fituated 
not far diftant from Rennes. It flood 
on a gentle afcent, which, floping with 
an eafy fweep, was bordered by the pop- 
lars that fringed the clear waters of the 

Lille. 



THE KNIGHTS. 2I3 

Lille. A grove of tall and venerable 
chefnuts (heltered it behind. 

Sir Ranulph condqfted Leofrida into 
a magnificent court, where (he was met 
by the Baronefs d^Auuray^ whofe be- 
nevdent looks and reverend age in- 
tereftcd and confoled her at the firft 
glance. 

Leofrida again thanked her generous 
deliverer, modeftly rcvcrtiag to his for- 
mer fervices. 

He replied in terms appropriate to the 
profeflion of that gallant order, whofe 
firft aim Was to fuccour the diftreffed ; 
refpeftfuUy intreating, at the fame time, 
that (he would honour him with fome 
token whereby he migfct ever be known 
as her champion. 

Leofrida 
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Leofrida hefitated. She felt a reluc- 
tance in complyuig with this defire; bat 
his heroic generofiiy pleaded too ftrongly 
to be denied. She took from her arm 
a bracelet of fmall chains, formed of 
the finell Arabian gold, fattened by a 
clafp of pearls, .which her own hand 
had wrought into the Iliape of her fa-: 
mily device, — the camel and cyprefs- 
tree, — and prefented it to her deliverer 
with an air at once expreffive of grati- 
tude and delicate referve. 

The enraptured knight kifled the pre- 
cious gift, and placed it upon his wriftj 
then bidding a refpedtful farewell to 
Leofrida and the Baronefs, he departed . 
to join the Marefchal's army. 

The Baronefs d^Auuray was a woman 
of an afpeft that befpoke high nobility; 
but in which fweetnefs was fo bfended 

with 
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with dignity, that it inlpired at ouce love 
and reverence. 

She treated Leofrida with the winning 
tenderneo which compaflion for unme- 
rited fufferings ever dictates to an ex- 
alted foul. The fair exile was regarded 
by all in the chateau as an object of 
admiration : her misfortunes and her pa- 
tience interefted every 'one ; and a gen- 
tle confcioufnefs that told her this refpedt 
was not undeferved, (hed a fweet com* 
placency over her foul. 

She would have exulted in this re- 
ward of her refignation, but the memory 
of her beloved, her wretched brother, 
and the image of that brave youth, long 
known and long efteemed, whom Ihe 
was never more to behold, too frequently 
prefented themfelves to her imagination, 
to allow this ferenity to be uninterrupted. 

Leofrida 
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Leofrida was no fooner fituatcd under 
the proteftion of the Baronefs d*Auurajr^ 
than (he difpatched a meffenger to the 
cottage of the vine-dreflen, to affure the 
kind peafants of her fafety, and to con* 
vey to them the beft reward for their 
generous'care chat her little (lores would 
fupply. 

Concern for the dangers to which the 
good Mortimer would be cxpofed in his 
fearch after his young mafter, added its 
difturbance to her other anxieties. The 
conftant attachment,' and almoft paternal 
affeflion of this faithful adherent, was re- 
paid by Leofrida with the tendereft gra- 
titude. 



CHAP. 
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— -^ Through the battle's bleeding vart, 
By headlong valour led, covered with wounds, 
fefet with foes and the laft firoke of death, 
Flew to his refcue, and in triumph led him. 
Though weak, to fafety* 

LANaHORlTE. 



TN the pleafing focictyof the^jamiable 
Baronefs, Leofrida pafled her time 
with a confolation to which (he had long 
been a ftranger. She afked many quef- 
tions of her noble proteftrefs, concerning 
the ftate of the war, and learned with an- 
xiety that a final combat was foon expeft- 
ed, the Barons having coUeded all, their 
fbr€eS) and refolved to reft the fate of the 
VOL, II. L young 
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young heir upon the iflue of one mighty 
engagement. 

Leofrida trembled. Sigefert will furely 
join in this battle, thought (lie — his de- 
Ipair will lead him to feek for death. — She 
wiflied to afk of the Baronefs intelligence 
of her unhappy brother, but her nice 
fenfe of family honour clofed her lips, and 
Ihe was conftrained to remain in igno* 
ranee of the myfterious misfortune that 
had involved him in fo much wretched- 
nefs. 

The Baron d' Auuray was with the Ma- 
refchal — he led forth his own vaflals to 
war. The Baronefs confequently panook 
the uneafmefs of Leofrida, on account of 
tibe approaching combat. 

The fpot chofen by the contending par* 
ties Tor their deci five battle, was not dif-. 
tant from Rennes j the Duke, who himfelf 

headed' 
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headed his troops, wifliing to continue 
"near the feat of his dominion. 

The Marefchal ranged his foldiers on a 
level {pace, which afforded him peculiar 
advantages. It was fecured on the one 
hand by ihe JLille, and on the other by a 
hill, coveied with (hrubs and trees, (6 
that the enemy might not eafily-furround 
bis flanks or moled his rear. 

His front lines, confiding of Britifh 
archers, formed a thick phalanx of foot; 
the troops of the Barons and the Britiflx 
cavalry compofed his wings. All were 
Jightly armed, wearing habergeons* of 
plated fteeJ. 

** Mr. Gibboa iifierts, that at the period of th4l 
crnfades the armour was lefe ponderous than in later 
times, the bread of the knight being defended, in- 
flcad of a mighty cuirafsi by a hauberk, or coat of 
mail. Lord Lyttelton agrees that the habergeong, 
.or coats of mail, were diifereot from Ihe cuiraiTet 
ufed in later times s but by his defcription of the ar« 
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The infantry defended their heads only 
by fkull-caps of iron ; but the cavalry 
wore helmets adorned with fplendid crefts. 
The arms of the latter were lances^ fwords, 
battle-axes, and mallets of iron. 

The forces of the enemy were drawn 
up in a lefs advantageous (ituation ; they 
were expofed to the manoeuvres of the 
Marefchal, by the extent of open ground 
around allowing them no room, for am- 
buQi. 

- The archers began the attack. It was 
furious and rapid. The Duke*s troops 

mour worn in the reign of Henry the Second^ it 
ihould feem that it was fufficiently ponderous. He 
mentions a fort of light horfe who wore on|y aa 
habergeon, and ikull-cap of iron. 

See GMon*s Declini ami Fallf CsV. 
voL 6. p* 28. 
JnJ Lord Lyttelton*s Reign of Hettry II , 
i ' voL 3. /. 53 and ^b, 

\: were 
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were moft animated ; the Englifli moft 
cool and determined. The ungoverned 
ardour with which the firft ruftied on their 
foes, occafioned a dreadful flaughter; and 
the ground was ftrewed with the dead bo- 
dies of the Britilh infantry. A party of 
cavalry which the Marefchal had ftationed 
in ambufli on the neighbouring hill, now 
wheeled round. They took a wide cir- 
cuit, as if flying from the field, diea 
turning fliort, fprung on the rear of the 
enemy's foot and clofed them in. 

For feveral hours each party thus main- 
tained an obftinate engagement, pradlif- 
ing all the arts and ftratagems of war. 
The Marefchal, notwithftanding the bra* 
very of his warriors, found that the fupe- 
rior numbers of the Duke's troops would 
at length prove vidlorious. Roufed by 
the unpromifing afpeft of the fight, with 
the indignant valour of a true hero, re- 
folved rather to fall glorioufly, than lead 
back to England a defeated army* 

^ 1 His 
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His foot were now nearly all flain j he 
collcfted, therefore, his fcattercd cavalry 
by the well-known cry of war. They 
caught the animating founds, and flocked 
around the Britifli flandards. The foe . 
were equally determined to preferve the 
pre-eminence they had gained. A fmall 
party of the Duke's troops ruftied upon 
the rallied cavalry of the Marefchal, and 
broke their ranks fo far as to feize feveral 
of their ftandards. 

The illuflrious Albemarle glowed with 
double rage at this ftubborn oppofitionj 
and urged by the peculiar diftrefs of his 
fiiuation, forgot for a moment his wonted 
prudence. He fpurred his Heed fo far a- 
niong the victorious foes that they hemmed 
him in. The bold Ranulph, who had 
particularly fignalized himfelf in this com- 
b:u, iiiflantly purfued the Marefchal, but 
was felled to the ground by the (Iroke of a> 
ponderous iron mallet. 

The 
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The Britifh forces beheld with difmay 
the defperate fituation of their beloved 
chief; but were ftruck with a panic, and 
lingered from flyinjg to that refcue which 
they, neverthelcfs, wiihed to accom- 
pliih. 

Their banners were trampled in the duft, 
and they were on the point of retreating, 
^hen a voice was heard at feme diftaacc, 
calling to the JVIarefchal's uoops in the 
Englifti language. It was fo loud and 
fonorous, that the words were diftindly 
noticed by thofe to whom they were ad- 
drefled, notwithftandingthe confufed din 
of the battle. 

The difheartened Britons turned to fee 
by whom they were thus encouraged, and 
beheld a knight on the full gallop, advanc. 
ing towards the fpot where the exulting 
troops of the Duke were aflailing the Ma- 
refchal, who intrepidly defended himfelf 
^ 4 a^ainft 
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ag^nft the unequal attack. He wore a 
helmet without either creft or.devicei his 
fhield bore no ornament whatever; and 
the iron breaft-plate, which he wore 
inftead of a hauberk^ indicated him to be 
of inferior rank. 

Bounding amid the triumphant fbes^ 
with fearlefs intrepidity, he feized a Bri» 
ti(h ftandard which they had trampled 
beneath their feet, and in atone of rouf- 
ing reproof exhorted the difmayed Bri* 
tons to avenge the wrong. 

They gazed on the golden griffins as he 
waved the banner aloft; and ftung by the 
juft rebuke they joined their broken ranks, 
and fiercely turning on the foe, became in 
turn the afliiukers. 

The flrange knight perceiving the dan- 
gerous fituation of the Marefchal, broke 
furioufly through the thick circle of foes 

that 
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that furrounded him. Spears, fwords,and 
battle axes were fhowered on him; but 
with a haughty excefs of courage he 
mocked their blpws, and hewed himfelf a 
paflage to the EarPs fide. 

The undaunted chief, as the unknown 
knight arrived, was nearly overpowered 
by the croud of adverfaries; but fcorn- 
ing to yield, refolved, with heroic firm- 
nefs, to fell his life dearly. The ftranger 
appeared endowed with more than humaft 
might. H« darted his blows fo rapidly 
Tound, that the Earl found himfelf in 
more open fpace, and at liberty the better 
to defend himfelf. 

The fortune of the day was now com^ 
pletely changed. The E)uke, perceiving 
the panic that feized his troops, tried to 
rally them, and rufhed foremoft among 
the Britons. The ftrange knight was tke 
fir ft to meet him; but difdaining a foe of 

fo 
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fo mean an appearance, the proud chief 
contempt uoufly Ihunnedhim; but finding 
by his ad ions that he was an antagoniil to 
' be feared, he turned furioufly to encounter 
him. They engaged fingly, and after 
a long combat the ftranger thruft hi$ 
fword through the plates of the Duke'* 
hauberk, and he fell lifelefs on the 
ground. 

Decided vidory now ended the bloody 
ftrlfe* The Duke's troops no longer re- 
lifted — they fled in difmay. The Ma- 
refchal, after a fhort purfuit of the fugi- 
tives, led his triumphant army from the 
field, inviting to his tent the knight to 
whom he principally owed this important 
'conqueft: 

The (Irangcr accepted the invitation ;-r- 
he received the acknowledgements of the 
Earl with an unalTuraing airj but preferv- 

ed 
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td a my fterioiisfilence^ not once unclofing 
his vizor. 

The Baron d'Auuray, who was prefent, 
joined in expreffing his gratitude for the 
important fer vices the ftranger had ren- 
dered the Barons and their allies. He 
remarked the unadorned cafquc and ftiield 
of the ftranger, and in a courteous tone 
begged him. to accept the badge of the 
firll order of chivalry. The unknown 
warrior bowed his head in token of com- 
pliance. The Baron then put upon his 
neck the golden collar, and, drawing his 
fword, gave him the accolade. Sufpend- 
ed to his collar was a buckler, which de- 
noted him to be knighted of the Order of 
the Golden Shield. 

Having received thefe tokens of honour, 
the ftrange knight made a refpeftful o- 
bcifance to the Earl and the Baron, and 

rode 
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rode a-^ay from the camp, leaving the 
whole army very much aftonilhed at his 
unexpeded appearance, as well as his mofl- 
uncommon valour. 



This viftory, and the death of the 
Duke, entirely decided the quarrel that 
had for fb long a time agitated Bretagne. 
The young heir was acknowledged as the 
rightful Sovereign of the country, and 
the Baron d'Auuray was appointed Re- 
gent during the minority. The age and 
experience of the Baron rendered him 
worthy this high office. 

Hoftilitics being now at an end, the 
anxious and expedant families of the 
warriors were bleffed, fome with the re- 
turn of a beloved father, others of a bro- 
ther or afon; who, now the toils of war 
were over, enjoyed themfelVes in recount- 
ing the heroic deeds of their leaders, 
and "the many dangers and hardlhips they 

themfelves had furmounted. 

The 
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The peafants no longer dreading the 
baneful efFedts of warfare, nor fubjedted 
to the numerous depredations of contend- 
ing armies, again began to cultivate their 
(mall tradts of ground in peaceful fecurity, 
and enjoy the 'hard-earned rewards of their 
toil in humble content, and thankfulnefs 
to Providence for again reftoring to them 
the bleflings of peace* 

The Bretons, forgetting their animofi- 
ties, united in fwearing allegiance to their 
new Sovereign, and buried their civil dif- 
cord in the tomb of him who had occa* 
lioned it. 

The Marefchal could not refift the in- 
treaties of the new Duke to pafs a fe^ 
weeks with him at his palace in Rennes^ 
whither he haftened to remove his hpufe- 
hold, meaning himfelf to fuperintend th<; 
education of the young Prince. 

Leofrida and the Baronefs in .the meaa 

time 
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time awaited the tidings of the battle. 
Thty heard with joy that the unhappy 
difpute was at length terminated; but the 
joy of Leofrida was mingled with a thou- 
iand anxieties; (he enquired, butenquired 
in vain for her brother. He had never 
been feen in the engagement. 

The Baron wa^ accompanied to his 
chateau by the Earl of Albemarle ; and 
Leofrida had the confolation of again fee- 
ing that gencroi^s friend, who had for- 
merly protefted her. He lamented with 
her the ftrange fate of Sigefert, but could 
give her no intelligence of him. 

With no fmall delight Leofrida beheld 
again the venerable Mortimer. He came 
with the Earl, whom in his fearch for hi* 
young Lord, he had joined. In the cha* 
teau of the hofpitable. Baron, the good 
chamberlain was ueated with the moft at* 
tentivc refpeft. 

The 
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The Duke Regent and the Marefchal 
foon departed for Rennes, leaving the Ba- 
ronefs to adjuft her houtehold previous to 
its removal. The neceflary preparations 
were made; the Baronefs took leave of her 
abode, but with fome regret ; and Leo- 
frida in a (hort time beheld herfelf the in- 
habitant of a palace. 



END OF VOL. 11. 
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